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From left: Noel Maughan (Nationals), Clem Furphy (CCAG President), 

Paul Weller (Nationals), Katrina Hall (CCAG Secretary), Mal Kersting 

(VicRoads Regional Manager) 

 
The Corop Community Action Group has again been 

advocating to VicRoads, with the support of Noel Maughan 
(Member for Rodney) for the widening of 2.8 km of the 
Heathcote-Rochester Rd between Corop and Rochester. 

A site meeting took place on the 12th July with Noel 
Maughan, Paul Weller (Nationals candidate), Mal Kersting 
(Regional Manager VicRoads), Mike Bruty (Campaspe Shire), 
Phil Ryan (Mawsons Quarry) and a large representation from 
the CCAG and Corop community. 

CCAG President, Clem Furphy provided an overview 
of the main concerns Corop residents had in regard to this 
section of road, highlighting safety concerns and the much 
higher traffic volume, in particular heavy transport vehicles. 
He also emphasized that the 2.8 section of road that narrows 
down to less than 5 metres wide in some sections inconsistent 
with the remainder of the 50 km Heathcote-Rochester Road. 

Mal Kersting indicated that VicRoads are aware of 
the issues and were recently unsuccessful in a funding 
submission. However, after spending some time listening to 
the concerns of residents and witnessing the potentially 
dangerous section of road, Mr Kersting agreed to review the 
situation and put in another submission to the State 
Government. This will include a road safety audit and a traffic 
volume audit. Mr Kersting also requested Mawsons Quarry to 
provide statistics on the number of trucking movements from 
their company. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Since this meeting, readers may have read in local 

newspapers that VicRoads has confirmed it will submit a 
proposal to the State government for the next funding round in 
2007-2008. However, we need to keep the pressure on and 
continue to lobby VicRoads and the State Government. CCAG 
urges anyone who uses this road to write a letter to the 
Minister for Transport Mr Peter Batchelor. 

It will be important that VicRoads and the 
Government hear not only of individual’s concerns, but also 
from local businesses regularly using this road as improving 
infrastructure in regional areas is meant to be one of the 
State’s priorities. 
 

Opening of Corop Shelter & Lake Cooper 
Walking Track 

Dr Sharman Stone, Member for Murray, was 
impressed by the amount of work undertaken by the Corop 
community when she opened the Corop Shelter and the Lake 
Cooper Walking Track on Sunday the 25th of June. Dr Stone 
applauded the small community on their endeavours to build a 
sense of community and at the same time, contributing to a 
project that enhances the local area and provides public 
facilities. She made comment of how Corop holds a special 
place in her heart due to her first official duty being in the 
township – the opening of public toilets!  
 

 
 
Dr Sharman Stone cuts the ribbon supported by members of the 
CCAG – Andrew Pearson, Clem Furphy, Ian Clarke and Carmel 

Pearson. 
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BUMPER EDITION: 
Please note that this edition is our biggest yet.  It is 

fantastic to see that our little township is BIG on activity. 

We thank all who make the effort to contribute, not only to 

our community but to the Corop News.  We welcome contributions 

and contact details appear on the last page . . . page 12! 



The projects have been completed by the Corop 
Community Action Group, with the aid of federal funding 
through the Regional Solutions Programme. CCAG President, 
Clem Furphy, outlined the importance of such projects to 
small communities like Corop.  Mr Furphy stated that he looks 
forward to the ongoing support from all levels of government, 
as well as the broader community with other projects in the 
future. 

The shelter is a depiction of a derelict early settler's 
cottage, designed to attract attention and has been built from 
Mt Camel Range stone.  It has picnic benches and several 
local information and history signs.  Situated on the Midland 
Highway in Corop, it has sweeping views of the range, 
vineyards and not only offers a rest stop for travelers, but has a 
dual purpose in providing information about the region. 

 

 Light refreshments and local wines were enjoyed by the crowd of 
around 40 who attended in celebration of the opening. 

The Lake Cooper Walking Track is 4km of formed 
path from the northern end of the lake to the eastern side of the 
currently dry Lake Cooper. It has been designed to enable 
walkers and cyclists to personally experience part of the Corop 
Wetlands.  
Access is at either end of the track and again picnic benches 
have been installed for those wanting a more outdoor rest stop 
than the shelter. Sensational views across the lake to the Mt 
Camel Range are even better at sundown.  Re-vegetation and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bank restoration projects have also been undertaken which will 
enhance the area as a bird-lover's paradise when the lake fills. 

CCAG members are justly proud of their 
achievements and are confident the additions will be of benefit 
to those making use of the facilities and the Corop community 
as a whole.  

The CCAG have also been working on restoring the 
natural environment and at present, over 8000 trees are being 
planted along the foreshore of Lake Cooper. (See later article) 
 
May ‘Lake Filler’ Dinner Dance 

Another great time was had by all who attended the 

annual Corop May Dinner Dance, held on a rather cool 

evening, at Camp Curumbene.  This year it was titled “The 

Lake Filler” dinner dance and although most revelers danced 

up a storm, the lake still remains a trifle dry.  About 70 people 

attended the occasion and it was good to see some new locals 

enjoying themselves and getting to know the rest of us. 

The same band, albeit with a slightly different line-

up, supplied the toe-tapping rhythms, which got everyone into 
dancing mode.  The best MC in the district ensured the 

proceedings went without a hitch making sure that the 

delicious three-course meal was interspersed with raffles and 

prizes and other entertainments.  Highlights of the evening 

included a guest appearance by the golden-voiced George 

Petera from Rochester who teamed up for a couple of numbers 

with the band, and an enigmatic fellow who amazed all by 

playing the violin with only one arm – and what was that other 

appendage?  Will we ever recover from that one?!!   

Thanks to all those who had a hand in putting it 

together and making the Corop Dinner Dance a night to 
remember, including the very generous donations of bottles of 

wine and baskets of fresh vegetables!  However great or small 

your contribution, the CCAG appreciates your support and we 

look forward to seeing you all again, and more, at the same 

time next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revegetation works at Lake Cooper 
The revegetation works around the Lake Cooper 

foreshore and lunettes is well on the way. As of the 23rd  

August, 6600 of the 8000 plants have been planted. A team 

comprising Andrew Pearson, Steve Barkla, Tim Clarke, Sandy 

Joyce and her husband George, Sandy’s Mum, Latasha Lea 

and various other people have been working really well on the 

job.  

The areas south of Skew Bridge Rd to Willoughbys 

Bridge (Tait Hamilton’s) were planted out first with great 
assistance and machinery from Tait. The walking track area 

along Spencers and Bartletts was planted out next. Then came 

Ian Clarke;s Camp Curembene, where we planted out 

foreshore and lunnettes. We then finished off the east side of 

the Lake by doing bank plantings and replacement plantings 

from our original 2003 plantings. 

Lake Cooper Rd and the west side of the Lake were 

next, beginning at the north end we planted right along the 

lake to the Ski Clubrooms and then beyond the spillway to 

Lucas Rd. Our final area was the south end of Lake Cooper off 

Willoughby Bridge Rd. We still have around 1400 plants to 
put in various sites around Lake Cooper where we left space 

for future plants. 

Our plants are on a plant-to-plant spacing of 4 metres 

and row spacing of 5 metres. We have used a varied selection 

of native plant species naturally occurring in the area. 

Everything from Large Grey Box and River Red Gums, many 

wattle and Pea species, right down to grasses and small 

groundcover species. 

 

A small section of the new planting 

Plants were grown by Andrew Pearson, of AP’s 

Amazing Flowers and Native Plants, in Tennis Court Rd, 

Corop. Place your plant orders for next season (Autumn 2007 

or Spring 2007). Prices start at $0.50 a seedling, Andrew 

supplies to many local farmers, Catchment Management, 

Shires and general public. All his plants are grown from seed 

collected locally, so they are adapted to our harsh conditions. 

Corop Community Plan 
In March a large group of locals and several Shire 

representatives met to formulate Corop’s Community Plan. 
(See May edition of Corop News) The Plan is created in 
conjunction with the Shire of Campaspe, which allows 
community members easier access to shire resources, funding 
and assistance from local council. 

The priorities of those in attendance form the basis of 
local action for 2006 – 07. 
 Members of the planning group are: Denise Acocks, 
Bob Bartlett, Bill Barkla, Les Butt, Maria Butt, Ian Clark, 

Alan Edwards, Jo Fell, Bill Fell, Clem Furphy, Katrina Hall, 
Pat Kennedy, Brian Kerlin, Garry Newman, Beth Oakley, 
Debbie Orr, Tim Orr, Andrew Pearson, Carmel Pearson, Paul 
Stewart, Barry Sands. 
 There are 9 priorities formulated so far on the 
Community Plan. These are: 

1. Township Beautification 
2. Lake Cooper Foreshore 
3. Develop walking/cycling tracks 
4. Widen/seal Heathcote/Rochester Road 
5. Building a sense of community (social events) 
6. Town Entrances 
7. Upgrade Change Rooms at CFA 
8. Corop History 
The primary role of the Corop district Community Plan 

Group is not to take the responsibility to implement the 
community plan, but to endeavour to gain the support of a 
range of community stakeholders, organizations and 
individuals to work together, take responsibility and action 
projects arising from the Plan. Bringing interested parties 
together to plan and develop action for each priority clearly 
identifies how the community plan can work and achieve the 
outcomes that are intended. 

All members of the community may attend meetings of 
the Corop Community Plan group and are encouraged to 
participate in any action planning to develop any one of the 
priorities. 
The role of the Community Plan Group is to: 

• Manage the Community Plan until the next public 
meeting by ensuring that actions are initiated to 
implement the priorities identified at the public 
meeting; 

• Develop working groups to ensure that outcomes 
identified are achieved; 

• Ensure all stakeholders and community members, 
where necessary, are involved; 

• Support working groups to ensure that alternative 
courses of action are identified in the scoping and the 
development of any priority; 

• Involve as many people from the community as 
possible in the community planning process;  

• Provide a report to the community to inform them of 
continuing actions; 

• Participate in regular meetings to implement the 
Community Plan with the support of the Council 
facilitator; 

• Assist in arranging the review of the community plan; 
• Promote the community plan in the Corop district. 

 
If there are any queries about how this all works, please 

contact Mari Q at the Shire of Campaspe, Ph: 5481 2269. We 
are in the process of reviewing a regular meeting date and 
time. Speak with one of the Community Plan members or 
contact Mari Q for further information. 
 
Shire/Community Discussion 

Campaspe Shire councilors and Executive met at the 
Corop Tennis and Community Centre on the 27th  July for their 
annual meeting held in Corop. The meeting allows the Shire 
representatives to directly report to Corop residents any 
planned or proposed works in the area and other general 
developments happening across the Shire.  

Jon Aujard, Shire Engineer, reported on road 
maintenance works in our area. Jon was also able to confirm 
that the Shire has now increased funding under its Parks and 
Gardens maintenance program. This will allow the Shire to 



meet CCAG’s continued requests to address maintenance 
issues on the Town Beautification northern side of highway 
plantations. 
 The meeting also allows Corop residents the 
opportunity to put questions to the Shire representatives. A 
variety of issues were raised by those present at the meeting. 
These included: requesting Shire support for the widening of a 
section of the Heathhcote-Rochester Rd with VicRoads; Corop 
CFA needing a representative at the Municipal Fire Plan 
Meeting; Town Entrances – Campaspe Shire is allocating 
$50,000 over 3 years across the Shire; the re-sealing of Greens 
Lake Road; request for the sheeting of Skewbridge Rd and 
maintenance of Lake Road for access to the Walking Track; 
signage for the Walking Track; improving the condition of 
Taylor Rd; and assistance in addressing electrical upgrade 
works within Corop Tennis and Community Centre. 
 

The future of Greens Lake Assured 
 At a public meeting on Monday the 21st of August at 
the Tennis and Community Centre, Goulburn Murray Water 

(GMW) assured the crowd of over 25 interested lake-users, 

that they would continue to allow public access to Greens 

Lake for recreational purposes. 

 
Greens Lake vista 

 A main point of discussion was GMW’s inability to 

reseal the access road due to lack of funds as their first priority 

is to provide water for irrigators. GMW assured the meeting it 

was open to offers of outside funding but will at the very least 

provide a well-maintained gravel road to ensure user safety.  

 GMW representatives Geoff Parry and Bob Kloss 

appreciated the input of those attending and acknowledged the 

lake’s importance to the broader community. Local users 

thanked GMW for its commitment to ongoing maintenance of 
this invaluable resource. 

 Other main outcomes were the agreement on the need 

for signage to demarcate a safe swimming area and that the 

CCAG/Community Plan will be the contact for future input 

and action on the recreation area. 

 

Free social night at Camp Curumbene 
The Clark family at Camp Curumbene are opening 

their doors for a free night of entertainment for the local 

community. Rochester musicians, Bryan Crockett and George 

Petera who have formed a new band, will provide the music. 

The fun starts at 8pm on the 7th of October. Just turn up with 

supper, drinks and your dancing shoes. 
 

 

Corop Cup 
 IT’S ON!  The much lauded Corop Cup is to be run 

on the first Tuesday in November – the 7th. Once again a great 

number of stayers have nominated to be included in the field, 

by their strong showings throughout the year. However, only 

the very best will see final acceptances and take the field. 

 The tradition continues after great runs by: Bold 

Bobby (2003); Melodious Cate (2004); Classic Clem (2005). 

 There will be lots of prizes, sweeps, local races and a 

new piece of history unveiled into Corop’s folklore. 
 

 
 

 “A Day on the Hill” 
Watch out for a huge influx of visitors to Corop on  

Sunday October 22nd as Gerry and Geraldine McHarg of Lake 
Cooper Estate are planning an even bigger and better “Day on 
the Hill” this year. Their now annual event that kicked off last 
year will be held between 11 am to 6 pm, and this year they’re 
anticipating numbers may reach 1000! 
 Once again CCAG will be catering for the BBQ 
lunch so we’ll need all hands on deck! There will be a range of 
other foods available including Goldfields gourmet preserves, 
cheese platters, Dutch poffertjes, Pud for All Seasons, 
Belguim chocolates, Koonoommoo icecream, Espresso coffee 
and produce from Heathcote Olive Grove. There will also be 
exhibitors selling their range of wares including Australian 
and African artworks and Oska Clobber (children’s wear), 

Along with the fine range of wines on offer, the 
entertainment will be a real highlight this year with “The Ska 
Vendors” a Melbourne band playing a mixture of ska, reggae, 
rocksteady and Jamaican rhythm and blues. 

And the kids will be well catered for with a jumping 
castle, petanque, Manny the clown, Face painting, Balloon 
shapes and a Magic show - all right here in Corop! 

So get your family and friends together and make it a 
great day out! Entry is $10 including souvenir glass and 
tasting card, while children under 18 are free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The CCAG is providing the Gourmet Barbeque as a 
major fundraiser. Offers of assistance with the catering for the 
day would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Denise 
Acocks on 54841070.  



THE HILL FAMILY HISTORY IN COLBINABBIN  
1908 – 2006 
The following family history was submitted by Mr Malcolm 
Hill of Colbinabbin. 

The Hill family began their life in Colbinabbin when, 
after leaving the managership of Shields Tannery in Chewton, 
W.C. Hill selected land in Colbinabbin in 1908 after the 
Closer Settlement Board purchased David Mitchell’s estate for 
subdivision in 1906. 

W.C. Hill and his son Caldwell Hill then moved to 
Colbinabbin and camped in a timber lot on the property and 
set about the business of cropping the land (see also following 
article on WC Hill). 

My father said that on the trip from Chewton via 
horses and wagons, they would rest the horses on the top of 
the hills and then charge down the slope and hope to have 
enough momentum to reach the top of the next rise of which 
there were many. 

W.C. Hill’s family consisted of his wife Bella (nee 
Shields), Edward Caldwell (my father), Reginald, Roland, 
Winnifred, Bessie and Wilfred.  The only one who did not 
settle in Colbinabbin was Roland who moved to Traralgon and 
became a well-known car salesman and businessman. 

 

 
The family at Glenlea in 1916: Wilfred, Winnifred, Reginald, WC 

Hill, Lucy, Caldwell, Roland, Bessie, Colin 
 

Edward Caldwell Hill and Gladys Gamble were 
married in 1920 and bought the neighbouring property of 
Dowd’s which was originally owned by one of the old German 
settlers, Heinrich Bucholt, who ran a hotel, Post Office and 
coach house on the site.  Lawrence Dowd bought the farm in 
1899 and then on to Edward Dowd in 1908. 

At some stage the Dowds moved the house which 
still stands and it is where I now live and is called 
“Merricourt” which is a town in France where my father was 
during the 1914 – 1918 war. 

My father tells the story that when he carted grain 
past Dowd’s to Elmore, the fowls were on the roost in the 
morning and were back there when passed again on the way 
home. 

Their family consisted of Harold, his wife Lois 
Dickins, Clive – Marge Bruhn, Norma Binks (Cliff), Helen 
Manning (Ron) and Malcolm who married Margaret Tonkin 
who was dragged kicking and screaming from Melbourne but 
lovingly produced two sons and two daughters.  The only 
remaining to carry on the Hill name in Colbinabbin, also the 
only descendants of the Gamble family remaining and there 
were a lot of them. 

Of the others, Reginald and his wife Ruth 
(Sheckfus) who lived above Lake Cooper produced three sons: 
Clem who married June Toedteberg, and there were two 
daughters Athalie Ayson in Elmore and Yvonne Tuohey in 

Colbinabbin; Bruce married Rita (Pierce) and lived in 
Colbinabbin for some years but eventually moved to Pyramid 
Hill.  Their family consisted of four daughters, Wendy, 
Sherry, Lorraine, Sandra and a son. 

 

 
“Glenlea” circa 1930s 

 
Howard married Audrey and they lived in the home 

at Lake Cooper.  They adopted a boy and a girl Cheryl and 
later moved to Bendigo. 

Roland and his wife Minnie (Maxwell) had a son 
Doug and a daughter Failie (Jennings) in Traralgon. 

Winnifred married Doug Ingram (Elmore) and 
Wilma (Francis), who now lives in Rye, was their daughter.  
W.C. Hill was staying with them after they had moved to Nar 
Nar Goon and died there in 1939 from a heart attack which 
also happened to quite a few in the family.  At the time he 
lived in Ivanhoe, Melbourne where Grandma lived till she died 
in 1948. 

Bessie married Tom Brown who was also in France 
with my father.  They lived on a farm at Burrumboot.  They 
were blessed with three girls Mandy (Toose), Dorothy (May) 
and Connie (Langan).   

Wilfred married Nance Erry and there were two boys 
Geoff (Bev) and Neville (Elaine) who found other avenues of 
life. 

Wilfred became incapacitated and eventually sold the 
original farm and moved to Bendigo.  “Glenlea” has changed 
hands several times since. 

We have managed to purchase a portion of the 
original farm but there is little chance of obtaining any more. 
 

Malcolm Hill 
 

William Caldwell Hill 
The following extracts were written by Mr L. Lomas, 

contained in: The Life of William Caldwell Hill, compiled by 

Q. C. Binks. 

HILL, WILLIAM CALDWELL (1866 - 1939), farmer and 

politician, was born on 14 April 1866 at Burnt Creek, near 

Dunolly, Victoria.  At 21 he joined the clerical division of the 

Victorian Railways.  While serving as stationmaster at 

Elphinstone Hill he walked four miles to Castlemaine three 

times a week to attend evening classes.  On 23 March 1892 he 

married Lucy Isabella, daughter of Edward Shields, a tannery-

owner who had been mayor of Chewton Borough.  On 

Shields's death Hill left his position as assistant stationmaster 

at Ascot Vale to manage the Chewton tannery.  He was also 

secretary of the Castlemaine Rifle Clubs' Union and was on 

the Chewton Borough Council in 1900 - 06. 
In 1906 the Closer Settlement Board purchased 

David Mitchell's Colbinabbin estate for subdivision for wheat 

and sheep-farming.  Hill and his wife selected blocks in 1908.  

William not only farmed successfully but worked to improve 

the lot of settlers; he was secretary of the Colbinabbin 



Progress Association and supported the Church of England on 

the settlement.  

In 1915, suspecting that wheat-merchants were 
conniving with the government to decrease the price paid to 

farmers for wheat pooled to alleviate wartime shipping 

problems, angry settlers formed a Wheat Pool Vigilance 

Committee and elected Hill secretary.  In 1916 - 19 Hill was 

founding president of the Victorian Farmers' Union, pledged 

to send farmers to Federal and State parliaments. 

 
William Caldwell Hill (born1866) married to Lucy Isabella 

Shields (born 1866) at Chewton 23 March 1892 
 

He was also a delegate to the Australian Farmers' 

Federal Organisation formed in 1916, a growers' 
representative on the Australian Wheat Board (1919), a 

member of the advisory council of the Victorian Wheat 

Commission and chairman of directors of the Farmers' 

Advocate Newspaper Co.   

During this period he led a movement to supply 

cheaper superphosphate to farmers: in 1919, as chairman of 

directors of the Phosphate Co-operative Co. of Australia Ltd, 

an office he held until his death, he defied proprietary 

companies and established a fertiliser works on the Geelong 

waterfront.  An oft-quoted example of farmer co-operation, the 

works producing Pivot fertilisers developed into allegedly the 

largest in the Southern hemisphere.  Hill also launched the 
Victorian Wheat-Growers Corporation Ltd in 1921; he was 

first chairman and a director until his death. 

Hill entered Federal parliament in 1919 after winning 

the Echuca by-election as a V.F.U. candidate.  He was active 

in the founding of the Country Party in 1920.  In parliament he 

took a typical middle-of-the-road Country Party stance: he 

refused to co-operate with the Hughes government, but 

accepted the portfolio of works and railways.   

Both his national vision and his impatience to get 

things done for country people are reflected in his four major 

ministerial achievements: the standardisation of the railway 
gauges by construction of the line from Kyogle, New South 

Wales, to South Brisbane; the construction of the rail line from 

Oodnadatta, South Australia, to Alice Springs; the 

introduction of a Federal aid road scheme to subsidise States 

for highway construction; and the building of the Hume Weir, 

which he pursued as president of the River Murray Water 

Commission. 

By 1928, signs of a depression made development 

schemes unpopular and Hill was dropped from cabinet.  In 

1929 he left work on the farm to his sons and moved to 

Ivanhoe, Melbourne.  He retired from parliament in 1934, 

refusing to sign a pledge to vote according to the will of the 
Victorian Country Party, which he now considered 

unacceptably radical.  (Sir) John McEwen, a future leader of 

the Federal Country Party, filled his place as member for 

Echuca.  Hill died at Nar Nar Goon on 15 November 1939 and 

was buried in Heidelberg cemetery.  
 

Honour Board 
The Corop Community Action Group is hoping to 

receive funding for the Honour Board project to remember the 
wartime service abroad and at home of those from Corop who 
served Australia. Earlier in the year we asked for assistance to 
compile a list of the names of those servicemen and women 
who were not acknowledged on the Corop State School WW1 
Honour Board. The following is a list supplied by elderly 
residents, families of deceased ex-servicemen and research 
through the Australian WW2 Nominal Roll and other records 
available on the internet. 
 
BOER WAR 
C.H.Stevens (Snr) 
A.G.Morton 
 
WORLD WAR ONE 
H.G.Furphy           (Henry Gustavus) 
W.Nolan                (Barney - killed in France) 
M.Ryan                 (Major, Michael) 
L.B.Taylor             (Leslie Batram, won Military Medal) 
 

 
 

WORLD WAR TWO 
J.Arnold                 (Jack) 
R.Arnold                (Roy) 
B.D.Brown             (Burg Dawson) 
L.B.Dutton             (Leslie Bennett) 
F.Collins                 (Frank) 
R.Collins                (Ron) 
T.L.Freeman          (Thomas Lennard) 
C.R.Furphy            (Charlie - Charles Robert) 
H.G.Furphy            (Henry Gustavus) 
I. Harris                  (Ivor) 
A.C.Hicks              (Albert Cecil) 
J.H.Hicks               (James Howard) 
R.Hicks                  (Roy) 
E.B.Johnson           (Emma Beatrice Edwards) 
R.T.Knight             (Robert Thomas) 
S.Leith                    (Samuel) 
W.I.J.Lucas            (Wilfred Ivan Johnson) 
H.R.G.Lucas          (Harold Rupert George) 
K.J.Lynch              (Kevin Joseph) 
K.D.Munro            (Keith Downe) 
N.Munrro               (Neil) 
F.J.Speer                (Jock -Francis John) 



K.R.Speer               (Kenneth Ross) 
N.M.Speer              (Nancy Martha) 
V. Speers                (Vic - Victor) 
P.T.Speers               (Percy - Percival Thomas) 
W.A.Spence            (William Allenby) 
C.H.Stevens (Snr)   (Charles Henry) 
C.H.Stevens (Jnr)    (Charles Henry) 
N.Stuart                   (Neil) 
R.J.Stuart                 (Jack - Robert John) 
W.H.Stuart              (Wesley Henry) 
W.M.Taylor            (William Mapson) 
R.Watt                     (Roly - killed overseas) 
M.W.Weeks            (Mervyn Walter) 
R.White                   (Roy) 
D.L.Wileman          (Donald Lewis) 
F.H.Wileman           (Fredrick Herbert) 
L.C.Wileman           (Cliff - Leslie Clifford) 
 
VIETNAM 
D.J.Corbett            (Donald James) 
W.C.Hill                (Warick Caldwell) 
A.J.James              (Alan James) 
R.M.Lucas            (Ronald Maxwell) 
 

If anyone has any further information or comments to 
make on this list would they please contact Denise Acocks on 
Ph.54841070. The original timber riados from St. Pauls 
Anglican Church, Corop, which has memorial plaques to 
members of the congregation has been offered to the 
Community Action Group and the plan is to have the 
following inscription:- "In rememberance of and with 
gratitude to the citizens of Corop who served Australia at 
home and abroad", followed by the list of names. The timber 
Honour Boards will be hung on either side of the beautiful 
Corop State School Great War Honour Board in the 
Community Centre. 

 

‘Midst Shot & Shell’ 
To accompany our wartime theme, Corop News thought it 
appropriate to include the following letter, as printed in the 
‘Rochester Irrigator’ in  1915. Thanks to Gerard Ryan for 
supplying the article. 

Lieutenant Michael Bernard Ryan, of the 6th 
Battalion, 2nd Infantry Brigade and son of Mrs and the late 
Mr John Ryan of “Roscrea”, Corop writes the following 
interesting letter to his sister in the Rochester Brigidine 
Convent. 
 It will be observed that it is a graphic and thrilling 
account of the Australian attack at the Gallipoli Peninsula 
and told with the modesty that denotes the truly brave 
soldier. It will be seen that the writer received many 
honourable wounds in defense of the Empire and liberty.  At 
the time of writing he was in the Ras-el-Pin Hospital, 
Alexandra, Egypt. 
 “I had a short run for my money. Within a quarter of 
an hour after getting into the firing line, and about an hour 
after landing, I received my first bullet in the left calf. Our 
company got into a particularly hot corner and we suffered 
terribly.  The Turks and Germans rained shot and shell on us. 
Looking back on it now I simply marvel that anyone got out of 
it alive…  

“The first bullet, though it gave me a shock, did not 
hurt me very much, so I kept on with my men, giving my orders 
as usual and then I got another bullet a few inches away from 
the other, that I took no notice of. About ten minutes later I 
was taking a look through my glasses and had no sooner put 
them to my eyes than I got a smack in the right wrist. That 

though it broke no bones, crippled my arm and gave me 
considerable pain.  

For a while I lay down quite flat behind some cover. 
Later I felt all right and got up and started to get an interest in 
things again but almost immediately got a bullet clean through 
my left foot.  It entered just an inch or two above the heel and 
came out in the centre of the instep. I then reckoned I had had 
enough and got up to make a dash back to the rear to have my 
wounds dressed, but found that the last shot had crippled me.  

Then I don’t mind telling I got really scared. Up till 
then, for some reason or another I wasn’t really frightened 
and took my baptism of fire in a manner which surprised me. 
What scared me then was the fact that we were in an advanced 
position from which I was perfectly certain we would be 
driven back and being unable to walk I would be captured by 
the Turks. 

All my men who were around me at the start were 
either killed or, having been wounded, had gone back for 
treatment. I then started to crawl back to the rear, but being 
crippled in the right arm and left leg, it was slow work. 
However, I was lucky enough to come upon a few men who 
had dug themselves in, in rather a cunning fashion just a little 
in the rear of the main firing line. They immediately wanted to 
carry me back but at my suggestion they decided to wait until 
the enemy’s fire died down a bit. 

Whilst waiting, however, a shell burst right over us, 
killing one and wounding the other three, but did not touch 
me. I stayed there for an hour or so, and then got another 
bullet in the left leg, quite close to the other two. This made a 
nasty gaping wound and I lost a lot of blood. However, I was 
not yet finished with, for in quick succession I got two more 
hits – one on the point of the left shoulder and yet another in 
the left leg. These made a total of seven; but the last two were 
slight, and I was still very much alive. 

 
Major Michael Ryan 1914-18 War, Egypt 

 

Now I want to assure you right here that not one of 
them is in the slightest degree a dangerous wound. Even now 
they are healing splendidly. But to continue my story. After the 
last two hits I became so weak from loss of blood that I 
fainted. For how long I cannot say, but I woke up to find a 
young Sydney soldier struggling desperately to carry me back. 
By this time our men were being driven back by overwhelming 
numbers.  

This young soldier, whom I had never met before, 
was an absolute hero. Bullets were whistling all round him, 
but he didn’t seem to heed them any more than if they had 
been flies, and he positively refused to leave me. After 
superhuman efforts he got me back a few hundred yards and 
there I was lucky for I was recognized by a young fellow 



named Dickenson, from the public schools company of the 5th 
battalion. He is an old Wesley College boy and had met the 
night of the great send off to the old Xavarians. 

He immediately took charge of me and got volunteers 
to help. He risked his life a dozen times at least, but stuck to 
me right to the finish. Mind you they had to carry me about a 
mile and a half and to lump a 13 stone man that far is a 
mighty task. 

I was finally put on a hospital ship at about 6 am the 
following morning and it was not till then that my wounds 
were dressed. They did nothing to my wounds on shore 
because there were hundreds of far worse cases all round 
them. I can assure you that I thanked the good God sincerely 
for my deliverance. The whole thing is nothing short of 
Providential. In the first place to get seven bullets, not one of 
which is in any way serious, is miraculous, and in the second 
place getting brought back in the way I was surely was to say 
the least, extremely fortunate. 

My luck did not stop there either, for when on the 
ship I was placed in the same cabin as a gentleman by name 
and rank Captain J.W. Bean. He is a brother of the war 
correspondent and is a doctor with the New South Wales 
forces. He was only slightly wounded and was able to give me 
treatment on the way over to Alexandria. I had never met him 
before, but in a very little while we became warm friends. 
When we got to Alexandria he found the doctor, who was in 
charge of disembarkation and allotment to hospitals of the 
wounded, was an old Cambridge University fellow student of 
his. 

This doctor then arranged to send him to this 
hospital, which is part of the Sultan of Egypt’s Summer 
Palace. It is beautifully clean and is situated just overlooking 
the sea. In fact the waves almost lap up against the very door 
of my ward. Dr Bean was good enough to ask as a favour that 
room might also be found there for me, which was done. 

You have no idea how much this means, as it is 
terribly hot in Egypt just now, and whilst the other hospitals 
are suffocating this one is delightfully cool. Dr Bean is a 
magnificent fellow and I shall never forget his kindness to me. 
We are getting splendid treatment here, and in our ward we 
have the dearest little English Red Cross nurse in the world. 
She would do anything in the world for us and takes the 
greatest pleasure in it. 

The English people of Alexandria are more than kind 
to us. Ladies come up every day with flowers, books, 
cigarettes and any little odds and ends. I sent you a cable this 
day, (Friday) week, the day we landed here. Hope you got it 
safely. I would have written sooner only that I was unable to 
use my right hand until today. 

The Australians behaved magnificently! I don’t 
suppose any troops in the world were set such a task for the 
first time under fire. To begin with we had to land under heavy 
fire, and then scramble up almost perpendicular hills and 
drive the Turks away. The men were splendid, and did not 
flinch though the bullets were so thick that, as one fellow 
humorously put it, if they were any thicker they would have 
jammed in the air. 

The causalities were naturally heavy, but only on the 
first day. I don’t think we will ever again be obliged to face 
such an ordeal. I won’t bother you with a description of the 
fight, as I have no doubt the papers have been full of it. The 
doctors here say it will be some months before I see the front 
again... 

I have written that, though I know I should be 
thanking God every hour for being alive at all, I shall never to 

my dying day forget the sight that met my eyes at daybreak on 
the morning of Sunday week. 

 The dawn broke in a clear and cloudless sky. We 
were anchored off the coast of Gallipoli, close enough to catch 
the distant sound of rifle fire. At the first flush of dawn the 
enemy’s big guns started to roar. A little more light and then 
the British battleships commenced. They were quite close up 
and it seemed that the noise of their big guns and the vibration 
of the air would wreck our ships. 

It was magnificent but terrifying. Still I would not cut 
that day out of my life for worlds. The scenes I saw that day 
will ever live in my memory. If I witnessed appalling heart 
sickening carnage I also witnessed deeds of heroism that made 
me proud of the race. I could fill pages and pages with 
accounts of them. One amongst many! 
 

Cemetery Trust 
Members of the Corop Cemetery Trust and helpers at 

the recent working bee were delighted to find a note from a 
visitor to the cemetery in the information folder provided with 
a map of the cemetery on the notice board.  

Jill Deacon (nee Thomson), from Western Australia  
had written "Thanks for all this wonderful information 
because of it I have today found my Great Grandparents and 
their family". The photo shows Denise Acocks beside the 
Thomson family grave, which is unique as there are two 
graves sharing one headstone with inscriptions on both sides. 

 

 
Trust Secretary, Denise Acocks at the Thomson family grave 

 
Denise, the Secretary/Treasurer of the Cemetery 

Trust has had many enquiries from people seeking to trace 
relatives for their family trees. A recent contact was also from 
Western Australia from a lady who had found the details of 
the Corop Cemetery on our web site. 

The Trust is also concerned that there is still a 
perception in the surrounding communities that the Corop 
Cemetery is closed to burials. This is not so and the Corop 
community is very proud of the care taken to keep Corop 
Cemetery as a "bush" Cemetery. The management plan for 
this special area is on the notice board as many special native 
flowers appear in spring that no longer exist anywhere else in 
the district. 

 

Corop  CFA News 
Corop CFA has again been busy on a number of fronts, 

instigating a variety of actions, activities and equipment. 

Driver training 

For those members of the brigade who wish to obtain their 

endorsed licences the brigade is now able to offer training. For 

more information contact the Captain or Secretary. 

Thank You 

The Brigade would like to sincerely thank Les Butt, Denis 

Morris and Alan Edwards for putting up the new cupboards in 

the Station.   (Continued on the last page.) 



New equipment 

The Corop CFA has recently purchased a truck mounted quick 

fill pump, portable radio, helmet mounted lights and ‘driver 
under instruction’ signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greens Lake - Burn Off & Family BBQ  

The brigade is planning to burn the surrounds of Greens Lake 

on Saturday 16 September 2006.  The burn will commence at 

about 9.30 am and finish by midday.  The burn off will be 

done with the assistance of the Waranga Group.  It will be 

followed by a family barbecue. All welcome to the bbq, names 

to Garry Newman or Brian Kerlin by the 15 September 2006 

for catering purposes.  
Training days 

At the last brigade meeting it was decided to conduct some 

training days prior to the fire season.  Training will be 

conducted every Sunday afternoon commencing at 2pm.  For 

those who are interested in what the brigade does you are 

welcome to attend to observe, ask questions and join if you 

wish. 

First Aid Course 

Two day course commencing at 8.30 am on Friday 22 

September 2006 till 4.30 pm on Saturday 23 September 

2006. Each day will commence at 8.30am and finish at 
4.30pm Morning, Afternoon Tea and Lunch provided 

Venue: Corop Fire Station Midland Highway Corop 

Bring your own writing materials 

Profile: Dennis Morris 

Dennis is new to the Corop CFA.  He joined the Brigade 

within his first week of residence in the greater village of 

Corop.  Dennis is a retired Postal Manager.  Prior to his 

retirement he worked for Australia Post.  He is a keen 

gardener.  He likes to keep fit and has his own gym set up at 

his house.  His greatest interest is music and his musical tastes 

are many and varied.  Dennis has bought the house he lives in.  

It  is the third house west of the fire station.  Dennis welcome 
to Corop and the brigade. 

 

Local talent in RSC Production 

 
Athol Hann, Cimara Pearce, Rom Touhey, Kate Dockery, 

Melissa Kerlin and David Park grace Wayne Gilsenan’s FJ ute. 

The Corop area is strongly represented in the 
Rochester Secondary College production of the Bushfire Press 
Rock Musical “A Little Dab’ll Do Ya!” 

Rom Touhey and Melissa Kerlin have major roles, 
whilst Kate Clarke and Paige Touhey play significant parts. 
Bill Barkla is the Director/Producer for the 6th year in a row. 

The Australian Rock ‘n Roll comedy, in the vein of 
Grease and Happy Days, has a fantastic score. 

Show dates are Friday 8th and Saturday 9th September 
at 7.30 in the CVCC in Rochester. Admission is $20 for the 
family, $10 an adult, $5 for students. Tickets are available at 
the college office or phone 54841844.  

Come along and support our local youth – a great 
night is assured. 
 

Mt Burrumboot Estate – Gourmet delights now 
available 

Mount Burrumboot Estate is now open not only for 

tastings and sales every weekend and public holiday 11-5pm 

Sat and Sun, but also on the first weekend of each month 

visitors can enjoy a delicious meal of local produce and 

cheeses in the barrel room or overlooking the Colbinabbin 

Plains and Lake Cooper, cooked by winemaker/chef Cathy 

Branson.  A true regional treat!  Taste our newly released 

Tempranillo, Sangiovese, Petit verdot, Gamay and 

Marsanne/Viognier Blend, as well as the first Heathcote Rose! 

Please let your visitors know.   
Cheers! 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 8-9 ‘A Little Dab’ll Do Ya’ (RSC production) 

September 16 Greens Lake CFA BBQ 

October 7 Dance Party at Camp Curumbene 

October 22   ‘A Day On The Hill’ 
November 7th  Corop Cup 
November CCAG Working Bee (Date TBA) 
December Annual Christmas Party (Date TBA) 
 
Watch your letterbox for further details. 
 

 
This newsletter was compiled by Carmel Pearson, Jo Fell, 
Pat Kennedy, Bill Barkla and Katrina Hall.  Graphics are 
provided courtesy of Jo Fell and Katherine Weeks.  
Thanks to everyone who contributed articles and photos 
and to the Rochester Secondary College for its ongoing 
support in reproducing this newsletter. Contributions or 
enquiries should be forwarded to: 
bbarkla@rochsec.vic.edu.au  or Corop News, c/- Stevens 
St, Corop 3559 or PH: (03) 54848205 
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/coropcag/web/index.html 

 

Cathy Branson 

Mount Burrumboot Estate 

Wines 

3332 Heathcote-Rochester 

Rd, Colbinabbin  

Victoria 3559 

Phone/fax  5432 9238  

Mobile 0438 329 239 
www.burrumboot.com 

<http://www.burrumboot.co

m> 


