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Major Roadworks for Corop 
 In recent times we have seen the widening of the road 
to Rochester, widening of the shoulders of the Midland 
Highway and the upgrade of the Waranga Channel Bridge on 
the Midland Highway. 
 Now we have major changes happening to the two 
intersections of the Heathcote-Rochester Road with the 
Midland Highway. The “Y” intersections are being replaced 
with “T” structure to decrease the risk when entering the 
Midland Highway.  
 

 
 

 New configuration of Rochester Road meeting Midland Highway 
The section of highway between the two intersections 

is also to be upgraded due to its undulations. Turning lanes 
and slip lanes will be provided at each intersection to allow 
highway traffic to pass turning vehicles on the left, without 
having to swerve onto the gravel shoulders 

Project Manager Gavan Kennaugh envisages the 
project will be completed by the end of September. 

In addition, the accident trap at “Neilson’s Corner” 
and the “Cemetery Corner” are being re-routed. Over the last 
decade there have been numerous accidents at these corners; 
particularly articulated trucks.  

 

 
 

The rerouting at Neilson’s Corner 
Neilsen’s Corner will now be some 50 metres into the 

paddock and the entry and exit from the corner will be approx 
200 metres from the existing corner. 

Thanks to Trevor Speer, the CCAG and our local 
member, Paul Weller for advocating for the changes. 

The CCAG is also planning an afternoon tea for the 
workers to show our community’s appreciation of their efforts. 

 

Dinner Dance a huge success 
Over 100 people attended the Corop “Have a Ball” 

Dinner Dance in July, held again at Camp Curumbene. The 

great venue gave just the right amount of space to warm up the 

room against the winter chills, and to ensure people rubbed 
shoulders with each other, talked the talk and walked the walk 

– or should I say, danced the dance!!   The band, the 

Cabarettos, led by Tony Spizzica kept the feet tapping and the 

bodies swaying all night. Those who knew all the words to all 

the songs were probably hoarse by the end of the evening! 

The event has grown bigger each year as people 

realise what a great opportunity it is to get dressed up and go 

“out on the town” to eat, drink and be merry within their 

community.  Patrons came from near and far and were treated 

to a delicious roast meal supplied by the ever-popular Roving 

Roasts; while soups, nibbles and desserts were provided 

courtesy of the dedicated locals of the CCAG.   
 The Corop Community Action Group wishes to 

thank all those who contributed towards making the night so 
successful, in particular the Salvation Army, Bendigo for their 
funding support under the Community Living Waters grant 
and Ian and Roz Clark for the use of their venue.  

Donations of wine towards raffles and the lucky door 
prize were gratefully accepted including Gerry and Geraldine 
from Lake Cooper Estate; Ian and Lyn Rathjen at Whistling 
Eagle, Joan Carr from Caree Wines, Pat and John Kennedy – 
Kennedy Vintners; Tim and Deb Orr from their 2005 Ormond 
Hill vintage; and a bottle of wine from Timmering Estate 
thanks to Carol and Michael Ciaverella. Thanks also to The 
Cabbage Patch (Bendigo) for donations of fruit and vegetables 
for the raffle. Last but by no means least, the organising 
committee for all the preparations, decorations, food and 
cleaning up afterwards. 

We are quite sure that people forgot their troubles for 

a short time and were able to kick up their heels and relax with 

their friends and neighbours at the Corop “Have a Ball” 

Dinner Dance. Hope to see you all again next year! (See 
COLOUR centrespread for more photos) 
 

 
 

Sam Furphy and partner Bec kick up their heels 
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CCAG Update 
Our Community Water grant application was 

successful, which means we will have a couple of big tanks 

and relevant attachments on the Community Centre site in due 

process.  This will ensure that not only the community centre 

buildings have a water supply in dry times, but also that, if 

needed, the CFA will have further resources to tap into. 

The Community Centre extension plans have been 

revised following our unsuccessful bid for a grant in the last 

round.   The plans will still incorporate eco-viability where 

possible and still aim to represent green building for the 

benefit of future generations.  However, with the change of 
government since our last grant application, alternative 

funding sources are now being looked into.   

The Storage shed has now been completed with the 

shed being bolted to the concrete pad and a sturdy lock 

purchased to keep the contents safe.  The installation of the 

shed was made possible with money from Councillor Marion 

Riley’s discretionary fund, which now means our various 

items of machinery and implements have a safe and centrally 

located site. 

The Town Entrance project has been going well and 

is now in the hands of the Shire engineers, which means that 

we will soon have a ball-park figure for the project and the 
impetus to go ahead with the implementation of the work.     

The group has recently received word from the Shire 

that funds are available for further street decorations for the 

town which means a few more banner poles might be placed at 

the opposite end of town.  Watch this space. 

Apart from those community events already 

mentioned, a new and possibly gargantuan Corop Classic Golf 

Day has been proposed as a major fundraiser for the group.  

After the first “toe in the water” day earlier in the year, the 

feedback was so positive that work is in the planning stages 

for a major event to be organised in Autumn next year. 
The CCAG has just held its AGM at the August 

meeting.  The following office-bearers were all re-elected: 

Clem Furphy (President); Brian Kerlin (Vice-President); Bill 

Fell (Treasurer); and Jo Fell (Secretary). President Clem 

thanked the group for their ongoing commitment to the 

community. 
 

Corop Cemetery Trust 
 At the recent working bee, work started on repainting 
the cast iron enclosures on some of the older graves. 
Undertaking this task gave an even greater appreciation for the 
fantastic voluntary work completed by the late George Wright 
– he had spent an extraordinary amount of hours at the Corop 
Cemetery. 
 

 
 

Secretary Corop Cemetery Trust, Denise Acocks painting 
historic graves 

 
The installation of a small gate to allow visitors to 

enter the Northern end of the cemetery has been completed. 
 

 
 

Geoff and Trevor Speer check the swing of the new gate. 
 

 We havehad increased interest from family historians 
and have had several donations to upgrade graves and 
headstones. One generous family has allowed us to mount a 
commemorative plaque for those early settlers that rest in 
unmarked graves. 
 
Photo Competition 

After the huge success of our photo competition in 

2007 we just had to do it again. 
Entries are to be taken by the entrant and preference 

is for contemporary photos that reflect an aspect of Corop. The 

winning photo should not only look good but make some sort 

of statement about country life. The photo may be of the 

natural or built environment and/or people e.g. Farm life in 

Corop. 

The prize-winner will receive $25 and have their 

photo presented as an insert in the Christmas edition of the 

Corop News. The insert is supported by Justin Cleary at the 

Caltex Service Station, Rochester – THANK YOU Justin. 

There will also be runner-up prizes for second and 

third. So get out there and start clicking!  

Please forward photos with your name and contact 

details to Bill Barkla via the Corop Store or you can email 

digital photos to Bill at: bill.barkla@rochsec.vic.edu.au 

Entries CLOSE on Friday the 30th of November. 
 

 
 

Heathcote Wine & Food Festival 4
th

 & 5
th

 October. 

The seventh annual Heathcote Wine & Food Festival will 

again be held at Heathcote’s Showgrounds (in Chauncey St 

Heathcote). It will be on 4th & 5th October from 10:30am to 

5pm. 

There will be something for everyone; a fantastic range of 

wines to taste including the famed “Heathcote Shiraz”, 

gourmet foods, live music, cooking demonstrations and the 

opportunity to participate in wine seminars. Entry: $25 per 

person (includes tasting glass), $10 for non-drinkers, $40 per 
weekend pass. Tickets available at the gate. 



Your ‘Corop News’ – The editorial team  
The ‘Corop News’ newsletter began soon after the 

inception of the CCAG late in 2000. From an initial print run 
of about 60 newsletters we rapidly grew to a circulation of 250 
with a mail-out going to almost 90 addresses right across 
Australia.  

We generally try to have articles of historical interest, 
a centre-spread of a significant event /photos and to update 
people on what’s happening in the Corop community. 

We have encouraged people to contribute to the 
pages of the Corop News and gratefully accept donations of 
materials or ideas for articles and photos. We also appreciate 
the generous monetary support given – it allows us to continue 
without draining the locally raised funds of the CCAG. 
 Over the years we have had some changes to the 
editorial team but thought it time to come out from behind our 
computers and introduce ourselves to the readers. 
 

 
 

L to R: Katrina, Bill, Pat, Jo and Carmel (Absent: Katherine) 
 

Carmel Pearson 
The driving force behind the creation of the Corop 

newsletter, Carmel has worked tirelessly in her efforts to keep 
the Corop spirit alive – its people and its history. 

Carmel comes from the Stevens lineage who have 
been in the Corop area since the 1860s. She grew up in 
Melbourne but would return to Corop to visit her mother’s 
parents and siblings, which kept her in touch with life in 
Corop. Carmel graduated as a teacher in 1956 and taught for 
many years in various primary schools around Melbourne. She 
was involved in various committees and community groups 
that ensured life was busy and rewarding.  

When her own parents returned to live in Corop in 
1970 the visits became much more frequent and then finally 
with her husband Des they retired to Corop in 1990. 

After adjusting to a quieter life in the country Carmel 
gradually became more involved in local community affairs 
that has brought a new dimension to “retirement in the 
country” she says, adding, “There is still so much to learn and 
enjoy”. 
Pat Kennedy 

Pat was brought up on a dairy farm in Gippsland and 
arrived at Maple Park Corop in 1981 with husband John and 
Anna as a new baby. Their boys Sean and Gerard were born in 
1983 & 1985 respectively.  They have been farming here ever 
since, growing tomatoes, grain and running sheep for wool. In 
2002 the Kennedys bought land along the range suitable for 
grape growing and produced their first vintage in 2005.  

The Kennedys have noticed great changes since 
arriving in Corop. The Corop Community Action Group has 
enhanced the community feel of the town and created many 
opportunities to socialize and bring many more people to  

Corop. The appearance of the town is also a marked change, 
the town beautification and shelter have added a real cared for 
aspect to Corop. Although Corop was always a friendly place 
the Kennedys have found that the community has become a 
greater focal point in their lives.  
Katrina Hall 
 Katrina grew up on a dairy farm in Kerang before 
going to university in Melbourne where she studied 
Arts/Humanities and Nursing. She nursed in Melbourne for 5 
years and then lived in Brisbane for a year before traveling 
overseas off and on over the next couple of years.  

Katrina met her husband Bill and returned to 
university in Bendigo to study Social Work as a postgraduate. 
She has worked in a variety of areas in the welfare and health 
field in the Bendigo and Campaspe region and currently works 
at the Kyabram Community and Learning Centre. 

Katrina is passionate about community work and 
trying to make a difference at a local level. She sees the Corop 
newsletter as helping keep the Corop identity and connection 
alive for both past and present residents. She is also an active 
member of the Corop Community Action Group. 
Jo Fell 
 Jo went to art school in Brisbane in the 1970s and 
would have started a business painting murals if the travel bug 
hadn't grabbed her with both hands. She has since lived in the 
UK and NZ, as well as many places in Australia.   
Jo has worked at the RMIT University and the University of 
Waikato with international students. Jo is currently doing her 
Bachelor of Arts (Art) through Curtin Uni and Open 
Universities Australia. 
Jo and her husband Bill have moved about quite a lot but in 
the late 1990s they bought a house at the back of Greens Lake 
and are quite settled. 
Bill Barkla 
 Bill spent most of his first 34 years as a “farm boy” at 
South Muckleford – near Castlemaine. After “tech” he started 
a Bachelor of Science at Deakin University but dropped out to 
drive forklifts in the fruit industry for eleven years. He kept 
busy by working on the family farm at nights, weekends and 
holidays, as well as undertaking a Bachelor of Arts by 
correspondence. He also married and had two boys - Matthew 
and Steven. 
 Upon completion of his Arts degree he did a Diploma 
of Education and moved to Rochester as an English/Maths 
teacher.  Over the past eighteen years he has been heavily 
involved in extra-curricular activities such as: Debating, 
School Productions, Theatresports, Public Speaking and the 
Peer Support Program. 
 When his first marriage ended he went bush for five 
years on the weekends he didn’t have his two sons with him. 
After meeting Katrina Hall, he soon remarried and settled in 
Corop, vowing to eventually become fertilizer to the Corop 
Bush Cemetery! 
Katherine Weeks 
 Katherine was born and raised at Sunnyside in Corop, 
living for 21 years with her parents John and Lucille, and her 
two sisters, Narelle and Veniece.  A country girl at heart, 
growing up on a sheep and wheat farm, Katherine still has a 
keen interest in Corop. After finishing her secondary 
education at Rushworth, Katherine completed both her 
Graphic Design and Education Degree at La Trobe University, 
Bendigo.  
 Katherine has taught art and graphics at Rochester 
Secondary College for ten years. Katherine is the computer 
whiz in the team and also adds hand-drawn graphics when 
required. 



The Kennedy Acocks family of Bonn 
(Article submitted by Denise Acocks) 
 “Forres” was settled by, Dougald and Catherine 
Kennedy in October 1870. They selected 160 acres (the 
maximum area allowed) where the house stands today, and a 
further 160 acres in the name of their eldest son Donald. 
Blocks of this size proved unable to support families and they 
purchased further blocks from selector neighbours. Dougald 
and Catherine had eight sons Donald, John, Archibald, 
Alexander, Hugh, William, James and Joseph. By 1901 
Donald and Joseph were farming in partnership. 
 

 
 

Early settlers - Catherine and Dougald Kennedy 
 

In 1903, Joseph married Lavinia Davies, the daughter 
of a neighbour, and teacher at the Bonn State School. Joseph 
& Lavinia had one son Percival, and daughters Katherine 
(Kit), Alma, Winifred and Grace. Tragically on 9th May 1923 
Percy, aged sixteen, was killed in a School Cadet shooting 
accident. With no son to continue the farming line they 
decided to sell “Forres” in 1928 and move the family to 
Bendigo. If the purchaser of the property had not defaulted on 
the contract of sale this family would not be part of our 
community today. 

 

 
 

Joseph and Lavinia on their wedding day (1903) 

Kit and Alma married brothers Lisle and Alec 
Acocks from Corryong. At the end of World War 2, and upon 
their discharge from service, Joseph employed his sons-in-law 
Alec Acocks and Albert Marshall. Alec & Alma lived in 
Rochester and Alec rode his bike to work at “Forres” each 
day. Albert & Win later moved onto a soldier settlement dairy 
farm at Heytsbury and Alma and Alec moved to “Forres”. 
Joseph was a well-respected, progressive sheep and cropping 
farmer. He served as a councillor on the Rochester Shire from 
1920 to 1945, including terms as President. 

 

  
 

Captain Alec Acocks  Alma Acocks 
 

After Joseph & Lavinias retirement to Rochester, and 
much to his delight, Alec & Alma purchased the original 
portion of “Forres” and over the years the balance of the 
property he had built up. Alec & Alma raised their family 
Kaye, Eve, David and Michael while also being actively 
involved in community affairs. Alec was on the original 
committees for the Rochester War memorial Hospital and 
Swimming Pool, advocate for the Eppalock Reservoir and 
downstream Campaspe Irrigation System and involved with 
numerous other organisations. They were both made life 
members of the Rochester Show Society. In 1971 Alec & 
Alma moved back into Rochester, with Alec again travelling 
to work on the farm. 

 

 
 

Kit, Lavinia, Percy and Joseph Kennedy (Early 1920s) 
 

David and Denise moved into “Forres” and later 
worked in partnership with Michael & Heather from 1977 
until 1991. Today David, Denise together with sons Toby and 
Ben (the great, great grandsons of Dougald & Catherine 
Kennedy) operate “Forres” and Michael & Heather farm next 
door at “Riversdale” continuing the Kennedy – Acocks 
farming tradition. The Kennedy name continues to be 
recognised in the district by Kennedy Road and Kennedy 
Reserve on the Campaspe River opposite “Forres”. 



 ‘Wine with a View’ - Regional Touring Map 
 The South Campaspe Tourism Group was formed in 
late 2006 through the Shire of Campaspe’s Community 
Planning process. The group has representatives from the 
Community Plan Groups of Rochester, Corop, Colbinabbin, 
Rushworth, Stanhope and Girgarre. The group has been 
looking at ways to promote tourism within the south 
Campaspe region and how to encourage tourists already 
visiting Echuca out into the region.  

One of our areas of focus has been on promoting the 
Heathcote-Rochester Road as an alternative route back to 
Melbourne from Echuca. Carlie Ryan, Tourism Officer with 
the Shire of Campaspe (and a ‘local’ from Colbinabbin!) has 
recently circulated a new regional touring map created to 
encourage people to explore areas outside of Echuca. The 
Heathcote-Rochester Road route has featured on this (along 
with other driving routes in the Campaspe Shire) and been 
named ‘Wine with a View’ (see below). 

The Southern tourism group is considering 
developing a brochure to complement the map that will 
specifically provide information on the Wine with a View 
route and attractions in the area. Shire of Campaspe staff are 
also assisting in negotiations with Vicroads around signage to 
promote the route. One of the strengths of the group is having 
representatives from different communities that have come 
together on a united front to explore and advocate ways to 
promote tourism in our region and to link into together, rather 
than work in isolation. 

If you would like more information on the group or 
are interested in joining you can contact Mari Q at the Shire or 
Katrina Hall (Corop) 5484 8101.  

If you would like copies of the regional touring map, 
contact Carlie Ryan at the Shire. There will be second print 
run of the map coming out soon.  

 

 
An extract from the new map 

 
Grand Final Day 
 For the AFL Grand Final day, Gerry and Geraldine of 
Lake Cooper Estate will again open their cellar door venue for 
watching the event. 

 
 Last year there were handball and goalkicking 
competitions as well as being an enjoyable social gathering. 
This year the day will continue into the evening with a “pie 
night”. We envisage this will be a little more refined than just 
meat pies – we’ll have apple pies as well! 
 Everybody is welcome to what promises to be a great 
family day. Please come dressed for the occasion and bring 
food to share. 

‘Dare to Innovate’ Small Towns Summit 
 Lockington was the town chosen this year for the 
Victorian Small Town Summit, which two CCAG members 
were fortunate in being able to attend. The two-day summit 
focused on the themes of leadership, capacity building, rural 
resilience, networking, marketing, climate change, 
skills/training and celebration. 
 Lockington was on show and demonstrated to us all 
why such a small town has achieved such great things – its 
community and its leaders. There were many inspirational 
speakers including several from communities within 
Campaspe Shire, while others represented organizations 
around the state. The Mayor of Ipswich in Queensland, Paul 
Pisasale, gave a particularly impressive overview of the 
innovative ways in which his council and community has 
embraced change and implementing iniatives to make the area 
more people friendly and sustainable.  
 There were opportunities to discuss issues with others 
who are passionate about their communities and making a 
difference. Thanks to Mari Q and the Shire of Campaspe for 
the opportunity to attend and a special thanks to all the 
Lockington volunterrs (if they are reading this) for a 
magnificent job. 
 

 
 

Small Town Summit: Katrina Hall (Corop Community Plan 
member); Cr Rob Gersh (Chairperson Rural Councils Victoria); 
Carlie Ryan (Tourism Officer, Shire of Campaspe); Louise Ross 
(Lockington Business Centre); Beth Oakley (Corop Community 

Plan member). 
 

Be careful on our roads 
We don’t know if you could accurately refer to Corop as 
“Goanna Country” although there are quite a few around.  

We just had to put this photo in depicting an 
environmental conscience of residents along Bonn Road – and 
the residents we are talking about are NOT the goannas.  
 

 
 

Take extra care along Bonn Road! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day on the Hill 
 The Day on the Hill has been the CCAG major 
fundraising project for the past three years. Other groups such 
as the Corop CFA also benefit from the day. 
 The last couple of years there have been around 700 
patrons, mostly coming to buy from the CCAG gourmet BBQ. 
 We hope that everyone turns up for this fantastic day 
on Sunday, October the 19th. 
 
The Mighty Corop Cup 
 Even though almost two years have passed since the 
last running of the prestigious Corop Cup, it is hard to forget 
the fantastic form of the international – “California Deb”. 
 The big question is who has the stamina and will 
make the sacrifices necessary to go down in the annals of 
history alongside the likes of such brilliant bloodstock as: 
Bold Bobby, Melodious Cate and Classic Clem. 
 There are rumours that a strong international 
contingent is again entered and may make final acceptances. 
 A sumptuous luncheon will be on offer and typically 
lots of games, fun and giveaways are planned. 
 Join in all the thrill of the biggest day on the racing 
calender - The Mighty Corop Cup. 
 

 
 

Editors’ note: The Corop Cup has managed to operate without 
major sponsors and refuses to demean the status of “the cup” 
with a commercial sellout with naming rights – at this stage at 
least. (Maybe an extraordinary offer would help!) 
 
Christmas in Corop 
 Mark the date of the Sunday the 14th of December on 
your calendar as this is the day for the annual “Christmas in 
Corop” get-together at the Community Centre. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 The CCAG is applying for funding for this event in 
its endeavours to make the evening significant. More specific 
information will be delivered through the mail-run and will 
also be available at the store nearer the event. 
 Hopefully, Santa will once again fit Corop into his 
busy schedule. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sept 27 – Grand Final @ Lake Cooper Estate 

Oct 19 – Lake Cooper Estate’s “Day on the Hill” 

November 4 – Corop Cup 

Nov 30 – Photo Competition Closes 

December 14 – Christmas in Corop 

Watch your letterbox for further details. 

 

This newsletter was compiled by: Carmel Pearson, Jo Fell, 
Pat Kennedy, Bill Barkla and Katrina Hall, with photo 
page by Kate Weeks. Thanks to everyone who contributed 
articles and photos and to the Rochester Secondary 
College for its ongoing support in copying this newsletter.  
Contributions or enquiries should be forwarded to: Corop 
News c/- Bill Barkla 1627 Midland Hwy Corop or email 
bill.barkla@rochsec.vic.edu.au  or PH: (03) 5484 8101. 
 
DONATIONS:  We continue to receive generous monetary 
donations to the Corop News. We are grateful for any 
support given, as our work is voluntary and the costs 
incurred in producing, printing and circulating 250 
newsletters – including over 80 by post three times a year 
are substantial. Donations and written or photographic 
contributions can be sent to the above address. 


