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“Hmm, who’s on my list this year?” 

 

CCAG Update 
The year has been a quieter one for the CCAG, 

although a few pokers are still in the fire.  The combined 

CCAG and Community Plan meetings have presented some 

challenges for us along the way, although we are hoping to 

work through this.  

Farewells & Welcomes 

We recently farewelled Andrew Pearson who has 

moved to Ballarat and is now the proud father of Pippa. The 

CCAG would like to sincerely thank Andrew for all the work 

he has contributed to the Corop community and for his passion 

and commitment to environmental works throughout the 
region. He will be sorely missed. Andrew promises to return to 

visit when he can. Our best wishes to Andrew, Tracy and 

family. 
 

 
 

R to L: Andrew Pearson with partner Tracy Williams, Carmel 

Pearson & Cate Furphy 

 

 
The CCAG would also like to welcome John Clark, a 

new member to the group. We hope that he enjoys his new life 

in Corop and we appreciate his interest in the CCAG. 

Community Centre 

The Community Centre project sees us continue to 

explore options to source funding for the upgrade following a 

revised plan. Thanks to Renee Fraser for her voluntary 

contribution to this with the drawings, and to Clem Furphy’s 

ongoing persistence and professional expertise in following 

this through. We remain hopeful of finding an appropriate 

grant to make this dream a reality. It will enable us to better 

serve the community in a facility better able to accommodate a 
variety of activities such as social events, meetings and a 

public or private functions. It would also enable us to display 

some of the historical photos and memorabilia we have been 

gathering over the years and for the community to have a 

sense of ownership of the building.  

If, or should I say when, we do get the funding we 

will still be relying on community support and some hard 

labour to put into the project, as most funding sources require 

voluntary input (both financial and time) for projects. So we’ll 

let you all know when we need you! We will also need to give 

consideration to ongoing maintenance and cleaning of the 
building. Even with the current Tennis and Community 

Centre, we have relied for many years on the voluntary labour 

of one or two people to clean the inside and mow the outside 

area and this is becoming harder to sustain. 

If anyone feels they could assist with cleaning the 

CCAG rooms once every month or two or mowing, please 

contact Clem Furphy, CCAG President. 

 
 

 
 

CCAG members catering for the ‘Day on the Hill’ 
 

Town Entrances 

 Plans and consultations have been continuing towards 

the Town Entrance project. There have been meetings with 

Shire Engineer, Hany Hanna and CCAG President Clem 

Furphy, along with stonemason Jason Webb. Subject to 

Vicroads planning approval and funding, we are hopeful this 

project will come to fruition in the New Year (see April 

newsletter for town entrance design). 
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Corop Website 

The CCAG recently applied to the Shire of Campaspe 

under its Assistance Grant for funding to assist in the 
development of a general Corop website. We have just been 

informed we were successful with our request for $2214 and 

presented with a cheque at a presentation ceremony in Echuca 

on December 15th.  

 

 
 

Clem Furphy, CCAG (centre) and other grant recipients with 

Mayor Peter Williams and Shire of Campaspe CEO Keith Bailie 
 

We have asked web-designer Nicole Jones to help 

develop the website for us. The sort of information we hope to 

include on the site will be: an overview of Corop, history, 

agriculture, viticulture, geology; flora and fauna; things to see 

and do in the Corop vicinity and further afield; local events; 
links and brief descriptions of local organisations and 

businesses; access to the Corop newsletter etc. If you have a 

particular interest in assisting with this or would like your 

business included on the website, please contact Katrina Hall 

on 5484 8101. 

Township Decorations 

 After delays in getting approval for our banner-poles 

last Christmas, we were unable to erect the banners that we 

had made. We have erected our custom made poles: thanks to 

Bob Bartlett for a lot of hard work.  With the Shire’s round of 

funding for Township Street Decorations this year, we are 

putting these funds into making another six poles for banners 
to be erected on the western entrance to the town. We have 

also borrowed banners from the Echuca Chamber of 

Commerce and would like to thank them for their generous 

loan.  
 

 
Some of the new banners near The Corop Shelter 

Next year we are hoping to develop further banners 

of our own. The poles can be used to promote community 

events etc, however we are not permitted to promote particular 
businesses.  

Social Events 

Social events have become the main focus in many 

respects of the CCAG as we recognise that this is what people 

in the community most value and is what helps us connect and 

get to know each other. Being able to socialise and support 

one another, whatever our different backgrounds, values and 

beliefs, is something we have tried to uphold in this 

community.  

This year we have again focussed on events such as 

the Corop Golf Classic, the Dinner Dance, Corop Cup 
luncheon, Friends and Neighbours nights, the Grand Final 

Day, the Corop Christmas BBQ and both supporting and 

fundraising through the Day on the Hill with Lake Cooper 

Estate. 

Donations 

We would like to thank all those people who have 

generously made donations to the Corop News. Your support 

and feedback is really valued and appreciated. 

 We are always open to new information for the 

Corop News, however any submissions are subject to editorial 

approval and/or editing. 

Certificates of Appreciation 

 Many people throughout the Corop community have 

contributed to the working bees, social functions and other 

activities since CCAG’s inception. However, we felt it timely 

to recognise a few people who have really made a significant 

contribution but who are not members of the CCAG or are no 

longer active members. 

 Firstly, we wanted to recognise what a fabulous 

contribution Gerry and Geraldine McHarg have made to the 

Corop community. Their energy, generosity and willingness to 

support local events has been truly amazing. For the CCAG it 

has worked both ways – in being able to run social functions at 
their venue such as the Friends and Neighbours Nights (a joint 

initiative) and catering for the Day on the Hill, which has 

become our major fundraiser each year. 
 

 
Gerry and Geraldine with daughter Maree 

 Secondly, Bob Bartlett – what a legend! During his 

time as CCAG President from 2001-2005 he led the group 

with great enthusiasm, hard work and commitment. While Bob 

has contributed to most of our major projects, his more recent 

one was making the six banner-poles on the east side of the 

town. It apparently took Bob many days’ work and many 

people have since asked where we got our poles (they’re in 

demand, Bob!). It’s people like Bob and others in our great 

community with their many skills and willingness to 

contribute who have helped make it such a successful and 

vibrant community.  



 
 

Our ‘local legend’ Bob Bartlett 
 

 Ian and Roz Clark from Camp Curumbene – another 

couple of ‘guns’ in Corop. Ian was Secretary of the CCAG for 

several years, under Bob’s statesmanship. Ian and Bob were a 

great partnership, working hard to get things done as quickly 
and efficiently as possible.  

More recently Ian and Roz have provided fantastic 

support to the CCAG in hosting the May/July Dinner Dances, 

contributing to the food, equipment and organisation of the 

event. And then there’s the catering for the Day on the Hill – 

each year Roz and Ian allow us to prepare the food in their 

commercial kitchen, providing advice and assistance along the 

way. In addition, both Roz and Ian worked hard at the event 

and were able to assist us to work more efficiently, generously 

donating their own goods and time. 
 

 
 

Roz and Ian Clark in a rare moment – stopped still! 
 

 Last, but not least, we felt that Andrew Pearson was 

worthy of a Certificate of Appreciation. As mentioned earlier 

Andrew was our resident horticulturalist who worked hard to 

re-vegetate areas around Corop and the district. 

Andrew was responsible for most of the re-vegetation 

works around Lake Cooper and the town beautification works 

along the north side of the highway in the town. Other re-

vegetation works planned by Andrew and the CCAG were not 
brought to fruition due to the ongoing dry conditions.  

Andrew worked hard behind the scenes and was 

another ‘quiet achiever’ in the group.  
 

 
 

Andrew in his element , planting trees and educating youth 
 

Christmas in Corop 
 

 
 

Lyn Linford sharing Christmas cheer with Santa 
 

 Nearly ninety people joined in the Corop Christmas 
festivities at the Victorian Ski Club beside Lake Cooper on 
Sunday the 14th December. The night was organised by CCAG 
members and the Corop CFA, with $400 of funding assistance 
from the Shire of Campaspe under their Minor Events grant 
scheme. 
 It was a great night with bountiful food, good cheer 
and light entertainment courtesy of Don and Dennis. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed to making it such a successful night. 
 

 
Hannah Kerlin and Chelsea Oakley receiving Santa’s gifts 



 
The Corop Cup 2008  

The fifth running of the highly prestigious (and fun) 

Corop Cup took place on the first Tuesday in November. It has 

been noted that other places, like Melbourne, also have a cup 

day at the same time – taking advantage of ‘our’ public 

holiday. 

International (English) stallion Dollar Bill took out 

the major event in a strong run after breaking clear from the 

field early in the race. Last Corop Cup, another international, 

California Deb (USA), was awarded ‘the cup’. Now the 

burning question out Corop way is, ‘Will an Australian horse 
ever again win The Corop Cup?’ 

Held at the ski clubrooms at Lake Cooper, about 70 

locals and friends turned up to partake in the free luncheon 

and to watch the three local races as well as some “in the city.” 

Lots of give-aways and prizes were on offer, particularly for 

the male and female “fashions on the field”. 

In the Corop Colts, Generous Gerry got up in a close 

finish, whilst the lightly-framed Kat-reen-ah, bolted home to 

win The Flashing Fillies of Corop. 

It is worthy of note that despite the much-appreciated 

generous donations of  “local beverage” from several wine-
makers, the Corop Cup has not sold out to commercialism and 

given naming rights. Some things just can not be bought.  

Patrons were reluctant to leave after the final race and 

are already looking forward to when the Corop Community 

Action Group holds the next Corop Cup. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hay Carting email 
Hi Bill 
Thank you for sending on the newsletter. Just love reading 
about Corop. I have sent you a couple of photos of the hay 
carting days. Dad & Larry did lots of the area’s hay carting.  
Don’t know if they would be any good for your photo 
competition but thought you may like to see them.  
It’s my father Pat Rivett and his brother Larry Rivett, 
my sister Debbie (Johnson) and the little one in Dad’s arms is 
my son Darren Bartlett now forty-two. Just thought you may 
enjoy.   Regards Sue Martin 
Editor: Thanks for your note and yes, we loved your photos. 
 

 
Pat and Larry Rivett with Debbie Johnson (nee Rivett) 

 

    The Corop Cup 2008     



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
In the good old days before Shire amalgamations, 

many of us would probably stop and have a chat to the 
workmen fixing our roads and in our own way express 
gratitude for the work. Now they are mostly nameless faces to 
us who labour away on our roads day after day with little or no 
interaction with the locals and public. Well, we thought 
wouldn’t it be nice to show some appreciation to these guys 
and gals for making our roads so much safer and a much 
smoother drive.  

What started out as perhaps a cuppa and some scones 
turned into an evening at Lake Cooper Estate, as the crew 
were already planning to hold a celebration there. CCAG 
members were invited to join in on this, contributing gourmet 
nibblies and desserts to the event. Mawson’s Quarry, who 
were also in attendance and provided the BBQ meat, while 
Vicroads provided the salads. Drinks, of course, were 
provided by Gerry and Geraldine McHarg.  

Bill Barkla gave a brief speech to acknowledge all 
those that were present and thank them for the work, 
expressing our gratitude on behalf of the broader community. 
He also made comment on how the team of workers had been 
very friendly, considerate and supportive of the community in 
their time here. 

Gavan Kennaugh, the roadworks contractor, said that 
this was a “first” – that Vicroads had never heard of a 
community wanting to say thank you in such a way. Indeed he 
said they were in shock when he first announced our intentions 
at a meeting. The workers themselves were incredibly grateful 
and appreciative of our gesture and expressed this throughout 
the night. 

We would also like to make a special mention and 
thank you to Gavan Kennaugh for advocating to Vicroads to 
upgrade and reseal the section of road between the two 
Heathcote-Rochester Road intersections. We are very glad that 
you did! 
Photo Competition 
 After the great success of our photo competition last 
year, it was disappointing to receive insufficient suitable 
entries for us to hold a legitimate competition. 
 This year’s greeting card depicts a flock of brolgas in 
flight. The photo was taken by Geraldine McHarg, at John and 
Pat Kennedy’s ‘Maple Park’ farm in Corop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interesting Snippets from the Past 

An advertisement for Williams the Shoemen from 
The Bendigo Advertiser, Thursday, February 21, 1901. 
 
“BARTER, BAMBOOZLE, AND BUSINESS. 
If you have a thousand pounds of fruit, and your neighbour 
has a cow, and you “swap,” that’s BARTER.  If your 
neighbour has no cow, and you take his word for the cow, 
that’s CREDIT.  If he hands you a ten-pound note, that’s 
CASH.  GENTLE READER, cash is the transaction that stands 
for business in these days of FIERCE COMPETITION.  Quick 
sales and small profits.  BARTER IS OBSOLETE; credit is on 
the wane.  CASH IS HERE, the enemy of hard times, the 
BLOOD of BUSINESS and prop of empires.  Williams the 
Shoemen trade on the SPOT CASH principle and sell GOOD 
BOOTS, bought for cash, sold for cash – no barter, no credit – 
just good HARD CASH and a heap of satisfaction all round, 
and Co-operative Coupons into the bargain!” 
 

 
A letter to the editor of The Elmore Standard Friday, February 
26, 1897 
NOXIOUS WEEDS 
Sir, Please permit me through your valuable columns to ask 
what is the use of private persons trying to keep their land 
clean, when all the streets and scores of private allotments are 
literally nurseries for propagating a fine variety of noxious 
weeds?  Is it the duty of the Shire, or “any other fellow” to 
look after their eradication; or must one appeal to the 
Department of Agriculture for redress?  The damage to street 
trees through wandering horses and cows still continues 
unnoticed.   
Yours, &c., VIGILANT. 

      Thank you to Vicroads, the Kennaugh team and Mawsons Quarries for Corop Roadworks 



A Day on the Hill 
Sunday 19th October was a perfect day with not a 

drop of rain in sight. The crowd began to arrive about 11am, 
many hungry from the bus ride from Melbourne. We were 
ready with our gourmet barbecue with meat cooked, coleslaw 
prepared and condiments compliments of Denise Acocks, Jo 
Fell and Heinz. The crowd, which numbered almost 700, was 
most appreciative of our efforts. 

The venue looked perfect with gardens trimmed and 
tables, chairs and umbrellas setting off the scene. The latest 
wines from Lake Cooper Estate were released and praised by 
the many who tried them. There were produce stalls, live 
music, bocce, entertainment for the children and, for the first 
time this year, helicopter rides over the local area. People 
came from far and wide, many by bus from Melbourne, 
Echuca, Bendigo and Stanhope, while many locals have made 
‘A day on the Hill’ a part of their social calendar.   
 

 
A small section of the large crowd 

A Day on the Hill has become one of our major fund 
raisers for the year and it is great to see so many volunteers 
come on both Saturday and Sunday to be part of this event.  
Our raffle of local products was won by Linda Emmett. We 
would like to thank Murray Goulburn, Kits Kafé Rochester, 
Lynz Bar Stanhope, Brian & Joy Ellis, Joan Carr, Lake 
Cooper Estate and Denise Acocks for donations for our raffle. 

We thank Gerry and Geraldine for giving us the 
opportunity to be part of this great day; they are very generous 
with both their time and facility.  
Rob’s Rural Fencing 

Rob’s Rural Fencing was established in 2007 in the 
Corop area and is owned and run by Rob Biddiscombe. Rob 
has spent most of his life on a dairy farm but now enjoys the 
hard work and outdoor life Rural Fencing gives. Rob’s main 
aim in his fencing business is to give value for money and 
erect fences that will last another 100 years. 

Rob will erect any type of fence required, being pine 
or concrete, plain or ring lock. You can contact him on 5484 
8177 or 0431 245 186. Welcome Rob to Corop! 
 

 
Rob Biddiscombe from Rob’s Rural Fencing 

Waranga Community Health Service 
Waranga Community Health Service is a local and 

comprehensive community health service based in Rushworth, 
which has been established in response to the local 
community’s need for better access to a range of health 
services which local residents would otherwise be required to 
travel great distances to attend.  In addition to the Waranga 
District Nursing Service, a community service which many 
may be familiar with, the service based at Rushworth 
incorporates many other HACC funded and private allied 
health and aged care services including (but not limited to) the 
following: 

 

Diabetes Education             Dietician                 
Generalist Drought Counsellor Podiatry 

Alcohol & Drug Services                 Social Worker        
Family Counselling     Physiotherapy 

Planned Activity Group   Meals on Wheels   
Women’s Clinic                    Pathology 

Domiciliary Midwife     
Healthy Hearts and Lungs exercise group   
Speech Pathology (early intervention)  
                            

The Service also offers a range of visiting 
intervention programs such as the Life! Prevention of Diabetes 
Program, and more recently the provision of a mobile Dental 
Service at the Waranga Campus of GV Health, Rushworth 
This was well attended by both residents of the aged care 
facilities and members of the local community. 

The Waranga Community Health Service is 
committed to continuing to provide local access to the above 
services, and endeavours to expand the range of outreach 
services available to the local community.  Services are 
provided at a minimal charge, however some of the above 
services do require a referral from your GP. 

For further information about the Waranga 
Community Health Service, please contact Michele Hanson, 
Community Health Coordinator, on 5851 8000.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We do plan to run social events again next year – 
please watch your letterboxes. 

 
 

This newsletter was compiled by: Carmel Pearson, Jo Fell, 
Pat Kennedy, Bill Barkla and Katrina Hall, with photo 
page by Katherine Weeks. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed and to the Rochester Secondary College for its 
ongoing support in copying this newsletter.  
Contributions or enquiries should be forwarded to: Corop 
News c/- Bill Barkla 1627 Midland Hwy Corop or email 
bill.barkla@rochsec.vic.edu.au  or PH: (03) 5484 8101. 
 
DONATIONS:  We continue to receive generous monetary 
donations to the Corop News. We are grateful for any 
support given, as our work is voluntary and the costs 
incurred in producing, printing and circulating 250 
newsletters – including over 80 by post three times a year 
are substantial. Donations and written or photographic 
contributions can be sent to the above address. 

 



 
Doing Their Bit! 
 Alan and Lyn at the Corop Store provided a much-
welcomed cooked breakfast during the week of the Elmore 
Field Days. Not only did those passing through appreciate it, 
but the roadworks crew thought it was a great start to the day! 
 

 
 

Alan cooking up a storm outside the Corop Store. 
 


