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CCAG Update 
The CCAG has been relatively quiet for the start of 

this year although things have been quietly progressing. 

We were fortunate enough, last year, to obtain a 

Water Grant sponsored by the Federal Government for over 

$8000.  Two large tanks have now been installed outside the 

Community building and pipes and pump have been attached.  

This should ensure that the Community centre will have a 

plentiful supply of water and will also be an extra source for 

the CFA in case of need in fire-prone times.   The installation 

of the water tanks also represents the initial move towards 

extending and upgrading the Community centre for the whole 
community.  The grant submission for these further building 

works has been under detailed scrutiny by various shire and 

state funding bodies and we hope to hear the outcome before 

too much longer!  

 

 
 

The new tanks fully installed 
 

We are currently in the process of assisting in the 

design of a website for the community of Corop and hope to 

have this up and running by September this year.  We hope to 

include much of the interesting local history and flora and 

fauna, as well as the many-splendoured community events, 
and to highlight the diverse content of agricultural pursuits in 

the area. 

Three of our members have just completed a 

Responsible Serving of Alcohol course. The qualification is 

required for some of our social events. 

The CCAG successfully catered lunch for a group of 

visiting Rotarians from a cluster of Melbourne-based clubs 

visiting Rochester and surrounding districts on Sunday 17 

May.  The event was held at Lake Cooper Estate and a happy 

group of Rotarians made their way back to Melbourne having 

dined well on local produce and stocked up with wines from 
the Estate.  We insisted that they come back for the Day on the 

Hill in October! (See report later in this issue) 
 

Dinner Dance 
The annual Corop Dinner Dance is on! Keep the 25th 

of July free as this could be the social event of the year. 

The REAL Sisters have been engaged to provide the 

entertainment for the night. The three local girls have been 

performing at pubs, clubs, weddings and other events in the 

region for the last couple of years to big crowds.  

 

 
The wish list 

The group has received notice of a $20 000 grant 

with which to apply for items on our “wish list”.  

Unfortunately, approximately $5000 of the federal funds will 

be administrative costs absorbed by the shire, 

The initial idea of creating a similarly themed look 

for the public toilet to echo the Corop Shelter was seen to 

involve too much red tape at this stage. So the list has been 

modified to include further folding tables and more stackable 

chairs, a microwave oven and a large refrigerator, all of which 

can be used for our community events and gatherings.   

The community is also in dire need of a new notice 
board outside the store.  We are waiting for confirmation of 

acceptance of our list and hope to be able to obtain the items 

before too much longer. 
 

Vale Monica Bridget Kerlin 1921 - 2009 
Monica Kerlin was a long time resident of Corop 

from her marriage in 1953 until she moved to Rochester in 
1994. 
 Monica Bridget Carrigan was born on the 22nd 
August 1921, at Berrigan NSW, the daughter of Michael and 
Dorothy Carrigan. She had two sisters, Patricia (Griffin) and 
Elieen (Quinn). The girls were raised and educated at their 
home, “Summerfield” just outside Jerilderie in NSW. They 
were home-schooled by a governess during their primary 
years, then Monica went to board at Sacred Heart College in 
Shepparton.  

Monica’s family moved to Bendigo following the 
death of her father when she was 16 years of age. In Bendigo 
Monica worked as a doctor’s receptionist and as a hairdresser. 
She met Len Kerlin while playing tennis for St Killians and 
again at a ball in Elmore. Courtship followed and they were 
married at the Sacred Heart Cathedral in 1953.  

Mon and Len built a new home on the Midland 
Highway at Corop and raised four children, Brian, Helen, Julie 
and Eric. Monica was involved with the Corop State School 
for a few years until the children were sent to Elmore by bus. 
She spoke fondly of the wonderful Christmas concerts that the 
local children performed in.   

Monica was a long-term supporter of the Corop Fire 
Brigade as all the males in the family were active members. 
Farm life brought many happy times and every year Monica 
had a few orphan lambs that she loved to raise.  
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Monica Kerlin 
 

Family was central to her life and she was always 
involved in children’s lives. She was the proud grandmother to 
13, ranging in age from 3 to 30 years when she passed away. 

Monica enjoyed her social life and rarely missed an 
opportunity to mix with local people. This enjoyment of 
socialising was a great asset when she moved into Rochester 
and forged a very different life away from the farm and Corop. 
Mon had been a member of the Rochester golf club for many 
years and had also taken up bowls well before the move but 
joining Probus had a very positive effect on her later years. It 
opened doors to meeting a variety of people and gave her the 
opportunity to have some lovely holidays.  

Her involvement with St. Joseph’s Church was also a 
large and important part of her life. She was a life member of 
the Catholic Women’s League, a Eucharistic minister and a 
volunteer for Meals on Wheels.  

In 2005, due to failing health, Monica moved into the 
Rochester Hostel and then in 2006 into the nursing home. 
Monica was fond of the staff and she endeared herself to them 
because of her positive and uncomplaining attitude. Despite all 
her health problems at the end of her life, it was extremely rare 
to hear one complaint.  

Monica Kerlin passed away on Good Friday 10th 
April 2009.  

 

Let’s go solar!! 

“Solar Valley Goes Solar” is a renewable energy 

initiative put forward by the “Murchison Goes Solar” group, 

who have joined forces with the Shepparton Chamber of 

Commerce to create and facilitate the rollout of the newest 

community based bulk-buying project to install solar power 

production in your home.   

Save on power bills, reduce reliance on coal-powered 

electricity, help create a more sustainable environment.  This 

project now extends across several shires including Campaspe, 

to enable our residents to take advantage of the government 
$8000 solar rebate (which ends on 30 June 2009) which means 

a total out of pocket expense of $1600. 

Take this opportunity to register before 22 June, by 

visiting their website at http://www.sheppartonsolar.com.au  
 

 
 

 

Collins’ Corner nears completion 
 After lengthy delays, the re-routing of the infamous 

Collins’ Corner is nearing completion. The holdup was due to 

needing the all clear to remove several trees. 

 Vicroads Engineer, John Bullen says we can expect 

to be using the new corner by the end of June or soon after. 

 We at Corop are patient people and figure the delay is 

minimal compared to the 30 odd years we have waited since 

the original plans and the acquisition of the land. 
 

 
 

An excavator clearing the trees that caused the delays 
 

Corop Cards and Photos 
Rochester resident Leanne Pickens has set up a 

cottage industry that includes fantastic visual records of the 

Corop district , particularly the dry conditions of Lake Cooper. 
 

 
 

Old fence disappearing under the shifting sands of Lake Cooper 

(Photo: Leanne Pickens) 
 

 Leanne has generously allowed us to use her photos 

in this edition of the Corop News. Her cards are available at 

the Corop Store and Lake Cooper Estate Cellar-door or 

through Leanne on 54841028. See this edition’s centre-spread 

for more of Leanne’s photos. 



THREADS  –  DISCOVERING ONE’S ROOTS 
The following article was contributed by Peter Hall of 

Clayton. 

Corop! As a small child I remember my grandmother, 

Amy Frances Hurren (née Stevens) going on about Corop. So 

I concluded that she had lived there at some stage. I wasn’t too 

sure where Corop was or what it was famous for, except that it 

was a country town up to the north of Melbourne, somewhere 

in the middle of Victoria.  

My name is Peter Hall. I have lived most of my life 
in Melbourne apart from an all-consuming interest in 

travelling to remote parts of Australia and indeed the earth. At 

the ripe old age of seventy-three, like a lot of others of my 

vintage, I decided it was time to research my roots – to look 

for the clues that would tell me something about my forebears 

- to unravel the threads that would lead me to a better grasp of 

my genealogical tapestry.  

So there I was, standing in the rain with Marie my 

wife, in front of a road sign informing me that I was on the 

outskirts of Corop – Shire of Campaspe. It was Friday 14th 

November, 2008. We drove tentatively along the Midland 
Highway looking for a place to start. We turned left at School 

Road, expecting to find a school. But no school was to be 

seen. The General Store and Post Office were next on our list.  

Outside, relaxing on a seat, absorbed in the paper was 

a certain gentleman who must assuredly be a dyed-in-the-wool 

citizen of Corop – Ian Johnson as it turned out. And what a 

font of local wisdom he proved to be! He informed us that he 

lived on a property that used to be Stevens land. His mum was 

the one to see for all the local knowledge. What’s more, 

Carmel Pearson of the Stevens clan lived down the end of, 

you’ve guessed it - Stevens Street - behind the former 
Anglican Church. Carmel, as well as being a distant relative, 

would have to be the jackpot from the point of view of the 

Stevens story. Carmel’s grandfather and my grandmother were 

brother and sister. 

Before attempting to track down Carmel, we decided 

to drive round to get the feel of the place. We started with 

Lake Cooper. We had already read on the net about the efforts 

of the Corop Community Action Group to rehabilitate and 

revitalize the area around the lake, establishing a walking track 

and engaging in a tree planting program, and about their 

disappointment that their efforts were being stymied by 

drought and shifting sands. It was time to track down Carmel 
of Stevens Street. 

We drove back from the Lake towards Stevens St. On 

the left, we passed a tennis court and a house with hot houses 

behind it. On the right at the end of the street was a neat mud-

brick house with a beautiful garden. It had to be Carmel’s 

house. It was! Des met us at the door and after a suitable 

number of ‘excuse mes’, ‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ we started to piece it 

all together. We discovered that the house with the tennis 

court used to belong to May Stevens, since deceased, and that 

my dad Cliff Hall, deceased in 1983, used to visit her. I did not 

know of her connection with my mother’s family.  I knew 
vaguely that there was someone in the country that my dad 

visited from time to time, following the tragic death of my 

mum Amy, deceased in 1972. 

I proceeded to pepper Carmel with all kinds of 

questions about the Stevens family, to which she proved to be 

a great source of information. I already had a genealogical 

chart researched by my uncle Albert (great-grandson of Joseph 

and Albinia Stevens, currently 94 and still firing on all 

cylinders). Following the old biblical style of ‘who begat 

whom’, this chart goes back to Thomas Stevens of Bradwell 

UK (1776-1851). He was father to Joseph Stevens, who with 

his wife Albinia migrated to Australia in 1852. Their second 

son was Charles Henry, whose youngest daughter was my 

grandmother Amy Frances Stevens. She married Charles 
Hurren in1906, and they had six children, the second of whom 

was my mum – Amy Kathleen Hurren. They ran bike shops in 

Tatura, Kyabram and Echuca. Amy Kathleen Hurren became a 

primary school teacher and later married my dad Cliff Hall, an 

accountant. This was where I came in. I was the oldest of four. 

I became a De La Salle teaching Brother for a few years, and 

then taught at St Kevin’s College for 32 years before a career 

change to building. Marie and I had three children: Louise - 

teacher, singer, actor and French playwright; Andrew - a 

multi-media instructional designer (whatever that means); and 

Simon – a singing comedian. They in turn have five kids 
between them – Grace (the 2009 school captain of Balnarring 

Primary), Sophie, Jesse, James and Ben. So there you are – 

eight generations of Stevens/Hurrens/Halls. And there I was – 

chatting with Carmel and trying to unravel all the threads that 

linked us together. 

Charles Henry and his wife Mary-Ann, my great-

grandparents, produced a dozen offspring, four of whom died 

in early childhood. Fortunately for us – the Hurren and Hall 

clans - Amy Kathleen was one of the survivors. I suppose the 

kids divided their time between work on the farm, school and 

swimming in the lake. It is hard to imagine this dry lakebed 

once brimful of water, surrounded by shady trees, and with 
kids laughing and romping around in its cool waters. Later in 

the day, Marie and I went round to the farm site - block 164 - 

situated to the west of the channel and Lake Cooper. We were 

interested to see that the property is now owned by Brown 

Brothers - winemakers. It looked very business-like with its 

serried ranks of vines marching down towards the channel and 

the dry lakebed. 

It appears that my great-grandfather, Charles Henry 

(Harry) Stevens was an enterprising character in his farming 

and business ventures. He was also a skilled craftsman. A 

miniature model of a plough, which he fashioned in his 
workshop, is in the possession of my Uncle Albert in Canberra 

and is a treasured family memento of Corop. 
 

 
 

The old Stevens’ home and butcher shop 
 

In the late 1800s, Charles built a house in the Corop 

township and for some years operated a butcher-shop in the 

front section. His youngest son Joseph worked as a blacksmith 

at the rear of the house. 

We loved Carmel’s story of her grandfather Harry 

(also Charles Henry (Harry) Stevens like his father), which 

was so eloquently told in the April 2003 Corop News. The one 

thing I heard about him from my grandmother, Harry’s sister, 

was that he fought in the Boer War. (continued page 6) 



Carmel filled me in on the rest – interesting facts like 

droving sheep and steers between Hay and Queensland; 

walking from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie to take up gold-mining; 
nursing bubonic plague victims; setting up as a butcher in the 

goldfields; engaging in two tours of military duty in the Boer 

War; being wounded, recovering and returning to fight again; 

marrying Mary Cantwell and producing five daughters and a 

son; enlisting at the age of 69 (he lied about his age) in the 

Second World War as a Sergeant Engineer at Seymour; and 

finally dying in the Elmore Hospital at the ripe old age of 97. 

No wonder Carmel looks back on her granddad with such 

pride and affection. 

Our time in Corop would not have been complete 

without a visit to the cemetery. There we stood before the 
graves of the pioneers, Joseph and Albinia Stevens; my 

grandmother’s parents, Charles Henry and Mary Ann Stevens; 

and that of Harry, the Boer War veteran.  
It was a moving experience and we came away with 

the conviction that we had been in the presence of significant 

links in the family chain, without whom we, our children and 

our grand-children would not have existed. 

For us the Corop experience was very special. We’ll be back. 
 

Shaun Atley 
The following article was submitted by Shaun’s family. 

Local lad, Shaun's last twelve-month football journey 

began last year after the Under 16 National Championships. 
On returning home from the Gold Coast, where he 

experienced his first real taste of high level competitive 

football, Shaun received the phone call informing him of a 12 

month scholarship with the Australian Institute of Sport AFL 

Academy. Only 25 boys Australia wide were chosen for this 

elite experience. 

This scholarship involved two week-long training 

camps at the AIS Academy, Canberra and one camp in 

Melbourne. “One of the highlights was when we received all 

the gear. It was just like Christmas.” Shaun said. Shaun also 

trained with a nominated AFL club for a week, this of course 

being 'The Saints'. Shaun admits to having a few butterflies 
when he was dropped off for the initial 3k time trials. “It was a 

bit daunting knowing I would be training and spending a week 

with players I'd idolised over the years.” 
 

 
 

Young gun, Shaun Atley receives his jumper from AFL 

legend, Nathan Buckley 

In April Shaun set off with his team mates on an 18 

day tour of South Africa. Before embarking on this journey 

the AIS AFL Academy team played against the VFL team, 
Williamstown, at Etihad Stadium. They proved too strong and 

too experienced for the boys. The following day the AIS boys 

flew over to South Africa to promote the game and play 

against an emerging Springbok team. With a thumping win, 

Shaun was named second best player of the day. 

“When we first got there it was a bit of a shock (on 

seeing the living conditions). It's a really different way of life. 

You certainly appreciate what you've got back home. I guess I 

learnt that you shouldn't complain about the little things 

because sometimes you only realise how good you have it 

when you've seen the other side,” satd Shaun. 
Shaun, who stands at 188cm, 81kg and a valuable 

midfielder, participated in footy clinics involving “hundreds of 

interested kids”. “We ran a few different stations that the kids 

rotated through, like handballs and kicking. I manned the 

'speccie’ bag.” Shaun said. “Footy WILD over there is like our 

version of AUSKICK. It's rapidly growing with more than 

17,000 participants.”    

After departing South Africa the squad travelled to 

Perth to take on WAFL team, Peel Thunder, as a curtain raiser 

to the Fremantle-Sydney match on ANZAC day. The 

Australian under 17s had another win. A modest Shaun says, 

“I played alright …wearing the Australian Guernsey was the 
highlight though.” Again, Shaun was named among the best 

players. 

On returning home Shaun is now concentrating on 

the rest of the season with the Murray Bushrangers Under 18s 

team. Already standing out in several games despite being a 

bottom-age player, he can still play in the TAC Cup 

competition next year. AFL Youth and High Performance co-

ordinator, Jason McCartney, says that Shaun is a player to 

watch in the Division One NAB AFL Under 18 

Championships “… he has exceptional vision awareness, elite 

sideways movement and extremely clean hands, with fantastic 
endurance and speed to match.” 

Shaun's ultimate ambition? To play AFL football! It's 

been a lot of hard work, commitment, training and plenty of 

travelling up and down the highway from Corryong over the 

past few years. One would have noticed the Atleys have 

upgraded the goal posts at Corop so this training and 

competition can continue during holiday periods. 

The Corop Cup  - It’s on in 2009 
Whilst we’re on History: Is there a more historic 

event than The Corop Cup? 

Due to recent changes in the education system, most 

state schools in regional areas must take the Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday. As a consequence, the immediate future of 

what is probably the most prestigious ‘horse race’ outside the 

metropolitan area, THE COROP CUP, is assured.  

So for a great day out, write the date for ‘The Cup’ 

on your calendar – Tuesday the 3rd of November. (Or if your 

calendar is like ours, cross out the word Melbourne and just 
write in Corop.) 

To whet the appetite we include an extract from the 

last edition of the Corop News and to also remind you of the 

quality of the three events of The Corop Cup.  

“International (English) stallion Dollar Bill took out 

the major event in a strong run after breaking clear from the 

field early in the race. Last Corop Cup, another international, 

California Deb (USA), was awarded ‘The Cup’. Now the 

burning question out Corop way is: ‘Will an Australian horse 

ever again win The Corop Cup?’ 



In the Corop Colts, Generous Gerry got up in a close 

finish, whilst the lightly-framed Kat-reen-ah, bolted home to 

win The Flashing Fillies of Corop.” 
Hope to see you all there on 3rd of November! 

 

 
 

The Corop Cup 
 

Rotary Clubs visit 
On Sunday 17th May we entertained a group of about 

50 Rotarians from an inner Melbourne Rotary cluster. They 

were hosted by the Rotary Club of Rochester and were in the 

area to gain first hand knowledge of the drought. They were 

particularly keen to spend money in our towns and to talk with 

the local people including farmers. 

Bill Barkla and John Kennedy met them on the dry 

bed of Lake Cooper and explained the formation of the dunes 

and lunette and also the impact the lack of rain and irrigation 

water has had on the production of grain, grapes and tomatoes. 

Bill also spoke about the social impact of the drought 
including living with the dust from the lake and the lack of a 

swimming and boating venue and a pleasant walking track. 
 

 
 

Local farmer John Kennedy captivates the visiting Rotarians 
 

The group then drove to Lake Cooper Estate where 

the Corop Action Group had prepared a barbecue highlighting 

local produce. The meat, salad, slow roasted tomatoes, bread, 

cheese and fruit were all grown locally. Denise Acocks had 

made the onion jam, tomato relish and slow roasted tomatoes 

and these proved to be extremely popular. The comment was 
made that we eat very good quality food in the country. The 

Lake Cooper Estate wine was also enjoyed by many. 

In trying to work out how they can help, the club is 

looking into providing a scholarship for a local student who 

would be interested in studying agriculture. 
After the barbecue several of the Melbourne 

Rotarians had a more in depth tour of the Kennedy farm and 

were particularly interested in the precision farming using 

GPS and the drip irrigation system used to grow tomatoes. 

 

Harvest roundup 
The recent harvest again came with uncertainty. The 

grain season started off very well with plenty of moisture. The 

crops looked great. Then came Spring and the rain again just 

ran out. The crops on the lighter ground filled but those on the 
heavy clay soils had to be cut for hay and green chop for the 

dairy farmers - this is a great market for the grain growers in 

the area. 

The dry spring and summer helped the tomatoes this 

year. The quality and tonnage harvested was the best in a long 

time. The harvesters were put into the paddocks with some 

trepidation, as it wasn’t known how the fruit would have 

handled the extreme heat in February. So it was a pleasant 

surprise to see the high quality crop come off. 
 

 
 

Part of the ‘high quality’ tomato harvest 
 

The 2009 grape season was off to a great start with 

good rain in August/September however this cut out and the 

dry and heat set in. The grapes were adversely affected by this 

extreme heat, with those bunches on the west side of the rows 

receiving some sunburn damage. Water was needed to keep 

the vines healthy but the yield on the whole was down on 

other years. The flavours and quality of the grapes picked 

were very good so we look forward to enjoying some lovely 

2009 wine in the future. 

Geraldine McHarg of Lake Cooper Estate reported, 
‘Good water management by our manager Don resulted in 

high yields of good quality fruit, which will produce a fine 

2009 vintage.’ 
 

 
 

A pleasing harvest at Lake Cooper Estate 



Cemetery Trust Report 
A plaque has recently been placed on the memorial 

wall at the Corop Cemetery acknowledging the earlier settlers 
of Corop. The plaque was made possible with assistance from 
the descendants of William & Julia McCormack. They have 
also recently placed a memorial on the previously unmarked 
grave of their ancestors in the cemetery. Members of the 
family had donated towards the memorial and the remaining 
sum was donated by the Corop Cemetery Trust to go towards 
recognition of the early community of Corop. We wish to 
thank Myles McCormack for instigating both these projects. 
 

 
 

The new plaque on the memorial wall 
 

  The recent working bee at the cemetery achieved a 
general tidy up with the pathways being mown, sugar gums 
lopped, notice board refurbished and one cast iron fence 
surround repainted. Special thanks to Tim and Debbi Orr for 
their efforts. 
  The Trust has passed a motion to replace the mesh on 
the front fence. The next working bee will be to remove the 
mesh and repaint the post (Saturday’s job) and replace the 
mesh (Sunday) on a weekend to be arranged. A notice will be 
sent when a date for this work is confirmed and hopefully 
many will be able to attend on one or both days. 
 

 
 

The  newly marked McCormack grave at Corop Cemetery 
 

Farmers find Plane in the Back Paddock 
Late on a Friday afternoon two local young farmers 

were finishing up after a busy week when they heard a small 

plane fly over. It was quite low and the motor seemed to be 

misfirng. They watched it disappear over the trees and then the 

motor cut out. They jumped into the ute and headed down the 
road in trepidation as to what they might find. They were 

relieved to see the plane in the distance and it appeared to have 

landed intact. They drove on through the paddock surmising 

that some old bloke might be disorientated and in need of a 
drive - not what they had in mind for a Friday night!  

They drove up to the plane and were surprised to see 

a young girl sitting on the step. They were still scanning the 

paddock for the pilot until it dawned on them that Dominique 

was the pilot!!! There was plenty of action then tying down 

the plane, phoning her boss and inviting her home for a beer.  

She had been flying from Wangaratta to Bridgewater 

when the fuel seemed to cut out so her training came to the 

fore and she headed to a flat paddock away from trees, 

powerlines and habitation. She found the perfect paddock east 

of Corop. Her boss drove from Bendigo to pick her up very 
quickly when he heard that she had been found by two young 

farmers! 

They returned the next morning with more fuel. So it 

was back in the plane, a quick take off, a few circles of the 

paddock then on her way to fly sky-divers for the day. There’s 

more than one way to earn a dollar. The boys often look 

skyward now when they hear a plane fly over . . .  
 

CFA update 
The Corop Fire Brigade held its Annual General 

Meeting on 19th May 2009. Changes to positions include the 
following: - 

Brian Kerlin stood down as Captain after 12 years in the role; 

the newly elected Captain is Darren Bloomfield. Gary 

Newman stood down as Secretary/ Treasurer and John Clarke 

was elected as his replacement. First Lieutenant is Brian 

Kerlin, Second Lieutenant is Eric Kerlin and Third Lieutenant 

is Sandy Spencer. 

Brian would like to thank all members for their 

support during the 12 years of his captaincy especially the 

secretaries who have assisted during this period, Des Pearson 

and Gary Newman.  Darren has proven himself as a capable 
member and is wished well in his new role. 

Fortunately there have been few call-outs locally over 

the summer period but several members were deployed to 

bushfire affected areas. Those who went away included Brian 

Kerlin, John Kennedy, Andrew James, Darren Bloomfield, 

Eric Kerlin, Andrew Freeman, Tim Orr and Garry Newman. 

Members were sent to Alexandra and Kilmore east where back 

burning operations were conducted at night.  

Corop is a small brigade and is always pleased to 

attract more members. We have 32 registered members with 

varying levels of commitment. In order to sustain our brigade 

we do need more active members so if anyone is interested 
they would be warmly welcomed. 

EDITOR”S NOTE: The community sincerely appreciates the 

contribution of Brian Kerlin for his 12 years as captain. 
    
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday, July 25th - Dinner Dance 

Tuesday, November 3rd - Corop Cup 
Please watch your letterboxes for more details. 

 
 

This newsletter was compiled by: Carmel Pearson, Jo Fell, 
Pat Kennedy, Bill Barkla and Katrina Hall, with photo 
page by Katherine Weeks. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed and to the Rochester Secondary College for its 
ongoing support in copying this newsletter.  
Contributions or enquiries should be forwarded to: Corop 
News c/- Bill Barkla 1627 Midland Hwy Corop or email 
bill.barkla@rochsec.vic.edu.au  or PH: (03) 5484 8101. 



 
DONATIONS:  We continue to receive generous monetary 
donations to the Corop News. We are grateful for any 
support given, as our work is voluntary and the costs 
incurred in producing, printing and circulating 250 
newsletters – including over 80 by post three times a year 
are substantial. Donations and written or photographic 
contributions can be sent to the above address. 
 
Memories of Lake Cooper 
The following photos and information were contributed byIan 
Henry. (Editor’s Note: They have been slightly cropped due to 
age damage,) 
 In 1953, the Echuca Speed Boat Club met at Lake 
Cooper. The boat in the foreground in the second photo 
belonged to Bill Lyons. The boat was called “VIM” and was a 
distinctive ‘apple sauce’ design. 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: We would like more contributions for our 
little newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


